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The League of Human Dignity is a consumer based nonprofit organization, whose purpose is to promote the full integration of persons with disabilities into society.  To this end, we will advocate their needs and rights, while providing quality service to assist them in becoming and remaining independent citizens.

Established in 1971, the League now serves consumers in 62 counties throughout Nebraska and Southwest Iowa through our Centers for Independent Living in Lincoln, Norfolk, Omaha, and Council Bluffs; our Panhandle Medicaid Waiver Office in Scottsbluff; and our Mobility Options shop in Lincoln.

ON THE LEVEL is available in Braille and on audiocassette. To request these formats, contact the Public Information Office in Lincoln, or the League of Human Dignity in your area.

To update support group listings; place classified ads for accessible equipment or supplies; or to provide news items and other related information contact: Editor, ON THE LEVEL, League of Human Dignity, 1701 P Street, Lincoln, NE 68508; 402-441-7871 Voice/TDD; FAX: 402-441-7650; or janderson@leagueofhumandignity.com.

CRAIG CASSELL’S DRAWINGS FOR EVERYONE

LINCOLNITE HOPING TO OVERCOME HEALTH ISSUES

THAT THREATEN FURTHER WORK
(Note: This story takes up all of page one. It is accompanied by a photo of a man, Craig Cassell, seated in front of an easel, using a pencil at the end of a long holder, held in his mouth, drawing. The story jumps to page 3, where it includes a head-and-shoulders photo of the same man.)

Lincoln’s Craig Cassell is hoping recent health complications have not spelled the end of his career as an artist.

“Artist” is a title he said he still has a little trouble applying to himself.

“But, I guess that would be better than calling me a bricklayer,” he said.

The Lincolnite draws in pencil, using a specially-designed mouthpiece. He then has his works transferred to note cards for sale on his Web site, www.craigsnotecards.com, and at farmers markets in Lincoln.

Recently, Cassell said he’s had a couple of bouts with heat exhaustion. He normally sells most of his existing work at the farmers market in downtown Lincoln but said he has shied away from sitting outside.

Further, he said his production of new art, at least for sale, is in doubt due to another health problem that he said he’s having trouble getting diagnosed.

He said pain in his shoulders and neck has prevented him from completing new drawings. The best explanation he said he’s gotten so far is that it’s some kind of repetitive stress problem.

Unless doctors can figure out what it is and he can get it fixed, he wonders if he’ll be able to get back to drawing as a money-making enterprise.

“At this point, it’s not,” he said. “I can’t do it and I can’t really be at the farmers market so I have no sales base.” 

Sales from his Web site currently just about cover the cost of the site, he said.

Cassell grew up in Steele City, Nebraska. When he was 17, Aug. 1, 1979, the summer after he graduated from high school, he dove into the Big Blue River and injured his spinal cord. 

“I hit a sandbar,” he said,  “and I was instantly paralyzed.”

Following his rehabilitation, his parents encouraged him to try drawing with a pencil in his mouth. He said the idea was inspired by a movie about Joni Eareckson Tada, an evangelical Christian author, radio host and artist who was injured in a diving accident in 1967. She paints holding a brush in her teeth.

“We had seen a movie,” Cassell said. “And every once in a while you see a story in the news like that, but it was mostly that movie.”

His first thought was, “Naw, I couldn’t do that,” He said, when the idea was suggested for him.

Until his accident, Cassell said he had given little thought to art as a profession.

He said he was interested in building trades.

“But you could consider something like laying tile as an art,” he said. “There’s an art to it.”

He said he started out drawing with just a pencil and surgical tubing. After three or four years, a dentist constructed a special mouthpiece and pencil holder for him. How long did it take him to learn to use the mouth gear?

“I guess I’m still at it,” he said.

He graduated from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 1994.

His work isn’t for any particular market segment, he said. It is meant to appeal to everyone.

He draws in one color, using 2B and 6B pencils primarily. He said tried painting but felt it was too messy. 

“It just seemed like it wasn’t going to work for me,” he said.

He tried colored charcoal and, while he liked it, it was a bit messy, too.”

“I just decided to stick with the pencil,” he said.

Comparing drawing with his mouth to drawing with one’s hands, he said he uses a lot of tiny strokes.

“I can’t make long shading strokes and I can’t turn the pencil on its edge to make wider strokes,” he said. “Other than that, the feel of the pencil on the paper is kind of the same.”

He said it typically takes him 2 to 3 weeks to complete a picture. If it’s going together well, he’ll put a lot of time into it.

“Maybe too much time,” he said.

His work covers a wide variety of subjects, but he said, “if I can draw it and I’m satisfied with it I’ll draw more.” An example is his rural Nebraska scenes, particularly barns, which also are his best note-card sellers.

“An old barn out in a pasture somewhere — I’ve done a lot of that,” he said.

Cassell said he’s looking into new technology as a way to continue drawing, including a computerized tablet system that would make things easier on his shoulders.

“I’d sure like to get back to it,” he said.

But making money is only one aspect, he said.

“If I can still draw, that alone would be good for me. It’s a pastime,” he said. “It’s what I still enjoy because I can do what I want to do. I don’t have someone telling me what I have to do.”

C.E.O.’S NOTE

The League is proud to announce that Mobility Options was recently awarded full accreditation by the Healthcare Quality Association on Accreditation as a durable medical equipment dealer. As you might imagine, achieving this distinction was an arduous task that required us to meet stringent standards of excellence. 

The League purchased Mobility Options in 1990 from Jerry Beckett in Carter Lake, Iowa. Following the purchase, the League moved the business to the League’s 1701 P Street location and renamed the business Mobility Options. The business was formerly known as Handicapped Mobility.

The League operates Mobility Options as a for profit subsidiary, and as such profits from the business are subject to the unrelated business income tax. All profits from Mobility Options are used to fund the League’s non profit activities.

Though Mobility Options still performs vehicle repairs in our shop at 1701 P Street, the showroom, and wheelchair and scooter repairs are located across the alley in the League’s 1720 O Street location.

Mobility Options sells and services all major brands of manual and power wheelchairs, scooters, walkers and rollators, canes, crutches, commodes and raised toilet seats, lift chairs, grab bars, vehicle lifts, vertical platform and stairway lifts, vehicles, hand controls, wheelchair securement systems,  and various custom modifications that allow people who experience disability to drive.

Mobility Options serves its customers by submitting claims to Medicare, Medicaid, and most insurance companies.

If you have a need for any of the equipment or services that Mobility Options provides, come see us. We know that you will be satisfied with your experience, and by doing business with Mobility Options, you are also providing valuable services to people who have disability. That is the best deal in town!

Mike Schafer, League CEO

RATES INCREASE FOR EXTENDED HOURS SERVICE

Starting Oct. 1, 2009, rates for the Extended ours Transportation Service (EHS) increased to $2.50 per one-way trip.

Riders are required to have the correct fare as drivers will not be able to make change.

EHS provides one-way trips, 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. on weekdays, 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Saturdays and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays and on six holidays.

The service was instituted on Sept. 17, 2007, by the League of Human Dignity to provide rides for people with disabilities who are dependent on accessible transportation.

For more information about the service, including eligibility requirements, call the League of Human Dignity’s Transportation Coordinator at 402-441-7871.

MOBILITY OPTIONS EARNS ACCREDITATION AWARD

Mobility Options has achieved the Award of Accreditation from the Healthcare Quality Association on Accreditation, based in Waterloo, Iowa.

The award goes to home medical equipment companies that demonstrate a high level of quality in their business practices and customer care techniques.

Mobility Options has been a subsidiary of the League of Human Dignity since 1990. The business earned the three-year accreditation after completing a comprehensive application focusing on customer care, financial stability and a commitment to quality business practices.

Accreditation by the HQAA assures Medicare and other payers that a business has the highest levels of quality in all areas of the company.  

“We sought accreditation by the Healthcare Quality Association on Accreditation to demonstrate that our company is committed to providing excellent customer care and safety in a financially solvent environment,” said Mobility Options CEO Mike Schafer is an Aug. 12 announcement. “This award also reinforces that our commitment to quality is ongoing.”

Mobility Options, specializing in sales and service of scooters, wheelchairs and other durable medical equipment, is located at 1720 O St. in Lincoln.

DOJ FILES DISCRIMINATION SUIT AGAINST CALIFORNIA COUNTY

The U.S. Department of Justice has filed suit against Ventura County, Calif., charging discrimination under the Americans with Disabilities Act.

The department alleges the county did not hire a qualified applicant for a children’s social services position because the applicant is deaf. The applicant was given high ratings after an initial interview. Following a second interview, where questions focused on her deafness, the applicant was not hired. At the time of her application, she had worked for eight years in a similar position in Los Angeles County, “and had excelled in her position,” according to a Sept. 3 DOJ statement.

According to the ADA’s Title I, an employer cannot deny employment to a qualified applicant solely based on the need to make reasonable accommodations.

FONTENELLE NATURE ASSOCIATION OFFERS SPECIAL INVITATION TO ITS ACCESSIBLE PREHISTORIC EXHIBIT

(Note: This story is accompanied by a coupon allowing access to the Fontenelle Nature Association’s Dino Quest through October 31.)

The Fontenelle Nature Association in Bellevue, NE, is providing free admission to Dino Quest for people with disabilities and accompanying family members and/or caretakers.

The association is making the offer thanks to the generosity of the William R. Patrick Foundation.

 For free admission to the exhibit, please present the accompanying voucher at the Visitor Services Desk. One person with a disability and up to five companions who are caretakers and/or family members will be admitted per voucher.

Dino Quest is a natural science exhibit of realistic dinosaurs, ancient insects, genuine fossils, and prehistoric plants. It is sited along the one-mile elevated and barrier-free Riverview Boardwalk. Each visitor can travel back in time to a primordial forest of prehistoric creatures hiding in the underbrush, scampering overhead, peering through the leafy intertwined boughs and vines, and gliding through the sky.

The exhibit is open through Oct. 31, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., with extended hours to 8 p.m. on Thursdays. It offers a remarkable education experience and an extraordinary recreational opportunity.

The Fontenelle Forest Nature Center is located at 1111 North Bellevue Blvd, Bellevue.

For more information, call 402-731-3140 or go online to www.fontenelleforest.org.

LEAGUE SPONSORS ADA TRAINING IN NORFOLK

TRAINING SESSIONS, ANNIVERSARY EVENT

WELL ATTENDED, SAY ORGANIZERS

(Note: This story includes three photos at the top of the page, a large photo shows three women standing, facing an audience of which two seated women can be seen from behind. The caption reads, “RaDonna Price, far left, and Jane Fink, both from the League’s Norfolk office, speak with audience members during the July 22 and 23 ADA training sessions, as Karen Blank, right, translates the meeting into American Sign Language.”

Below the photo are two smaller photos, side by side. The photo on the left shows several people seated at long tables either eating lunch or reading brochures. It bears the caption, “Attendees break for lunch and peruse teaching materials.” 

The photo on the right shows two men seated, both smiling. The man on the left is using a wheelchair. The photo bears the caption, “Rich Skerbitz, left, from the League’s Lincoln office, speaks during a presentation with Ray Petty of the Great Plains DBTAC Center.”

Toward the bottom of the page is another small photo showing two smiling men standing, looking at the camera, with the caption, “Ray Petty, right, and Rich Sternadori, of the Great Plains ADA Center, presented the days’ training.”)

The League of Human Dignity sponsored ADA training sessions July 22 and 23 in Norfolk, in conjunction with that community’s celebration of the 19th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

The sessions were held at the Life Long Learning Center at Northeast Community College. Presenters were Ray Petty and Rich Sternadori of the DBTAC - Great Plains ADA Center in Columbia, Mo., with assistance from League staff.

Thirty-five people participated on Wednesday, July 22, in sessions covering the ADA’s Title I and Title III. Title I deals with private employment and state and local government employment. Title III deals with public accommodations and commercial facilities. Thursday’s session, covering Title II of the ADA, drew 28. Title II applies to state and local government programs and services.

Following the July 23 session, in the afternoon, an additional 33 people attended the anniversary celebration of Pres. George H.W. Bush signing the ADA into law, on July 26 1990.

The celebration was organized with the collaboration of William Asbury, Advocate; Arnold Patzel, Advocate; Tanya Reppert, Ponca Tribe of Nebraska; Clifton Hogancamp, Parent to Parent Network; Rich Brandow, Northeast Nebraska Area Agency on Aging; John Schmitt, Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired; Charla Nedza, Goldenrod Regional Housing Agency; Kendra One Horn, Goldenrod Regional Housing Agency; Andrea Trautman, Home Instead Senior Care; and the League of Human Dignity Staff; and with the partial support of Northeast Community College in Norfolk.

JUDGE HALTS PLANNED CUTS IN CALIFORNIA’S SKILLED ADULT DAYCARE SERVICES

A federal judge has ordered California officials to halt plans to cut funding for that state’s skilled adult daycare program.

In July, California lawmakers and Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger agreed to make the cuts as one way to deal with the state’s budget crisis. They sought to reduce the program from five days a week to three, saving $28.1 million.

In August, three organizations, Disability Rights California, AARP Foundation Litigation and the National Senior Citizens Law Center filed a class action lawsuit over the planned cut. They said it would violate the Americans with Disabilities Act, federal Medicaid law and would put 8,000 people at risk of institutionalization, injury or death.

A hearing was held in the case Sept. 9 in U.S. District Court for Northern California. Judge Saundra Brown Armstrong made her ruling Sept. 10, ordering a halt unless the program’s clients are provided other state services to prevent their institutionalization.

The program provides nursing; personal care; social services; case and medical management; physical, occupational and speech therapy; and transportation to and from service centers.

NEBRASKA HONORS FOUNDER OF SPECIAL OLYMPICS

EUNICE KENNEDY SHRIVER DEAD AT 88

(Note: This story includes a head-and-shoulders photo of Eunice Kennedy Shriver)

Nebraska Gov. Dave Heineman proclaimed Aug. 11 through 18 Special Olympics Founder’s Week in Nebraska.

The observance was meant to encourage public awareness about the vision of the Special Olympics movement. The observance also was in commemoration of the life of Special Olympics founder and honorary chairperson Eunice Kennedy Shriver, who died Aug. 11 at age 88.

A banner in Shriver’s memory also was displayed at the Nebraska Special Olympics Sports Classic, Aug. 14 through 15 in Lincoln. The banner was signed by the event’s athletes during an Aug. 15 banquet.

Heineman’s Aug. 13 proclamation asks all Nebraskans, as host citizens of the games, to join in observance of Special Olympics Founder’s Week. It calls upon all Nebraskans to commemorate Shriver’s life and continue her legacy by getting involved with Special Olympics Nebraska and with the 2010 games.

Lincoln will host the 2010 Special Olympics National Games next July 18 through 24.

Shriver is the sister of late President John F. Kennedy, late Sen. Robert Kennedy, late Sen. Edward Kennedy and wife of the late Sargent Shriver, former U.S. ambassador to France, candidate for vice president and founder of the Peace Corps. 

She was a tireless advocate for the rights of people with intellectual disabilities. She saw Special Olympics grow from what the Special Olympics Web site describes as a backyard summer camp to an international movement involving millions of athletes in nearly 200 countries.

ADAPTIVE SPORTS & REC PROGRAM AT MADONNA

(Note: This story includes an illustration of a man in a sports-type wheelchair, shown from behind)

The Madonna Adaptive Sports and Recreation program offers opportunities for individuals with activity limitations to participate in a new sport or get back into the one they enjoyed in the past.

The program provides open practice times on a monthly basis and workshops periodically. Instructions and adaptive equipment are available for each sport.

For more information on upcoming activities or to be put on the sports and recreation mailing list, contact Ian Thompson by phone at 402-486-8449 or by e-mail at ithompson@madonna.org.
LEAGUE OF HUMAN DIGNITY EMPLOYEES SAYING . . .

Hello:

Kathy Scheele, Services Coordinator, Lincoln; Kevin Cline, Services Coordinator, Lincoln

WHERE TO FIND US

OMAHA Center for Independent Living

& Mobility Options

5513 Center Street

Omaha, NE  68106

402-595-1256 

SOUTHWEST IOWA

Center for Independent Living

1520 Avenue M

Council Bluffs, IA  51501

712-323-6863

PANHANDLE Medicaid Waiver Office

17 E 21 St. #2

Scottsbluff, NE  69361

308-632-0470

NORFOLK Center for Independent Living

400 Elm Avenue

Norfolk, NE  68701

402-371-4475

LINCOLN Center for Independent Living

& Mobility Options

1701 P Street 

Lincoln, NE  68508

402-441-7871

www.leagueofhumandignity.com

www.mobility-options.com 

DISABILITY COMMUNITY MOURNS LOSS OF A CHAMPION

(Note: This story includes a head-and-shoulders photo of Sen. Edward Kennedy.)

The disability rights community joins with many other segments of American society in mourning the passing of Massachusetts Sen. Edward Kennedy.

Kennedy, 77, died Aug. 25 of brain cancer, two weeks after the death of his sister, Eunice Kennedy Shriver. The youngest brother of the late Pres. John F. Kennedy and the late Sen. Robert Kennedy, he served in the Senate for 46 years.

Kennedy became one of the greatest champions for people with disabilities and for civil rights in the Senate.  His name is connected to a great number of important, landmark pieces of legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act, which he introduced, along with Iowa Sen. Tom Harkin.

During his years in the Senate, Kennedy fought for universal health care and succeeded in expanding medical coverage to more and more Americans, with legislation that included the Ryan White Act, for people living with AIDS, and SCHIP, for the nation’s children. He called guaranteed health care for every American the cause of his life.

Kennedy was buried in Arlington National Cemetery near the graves of his brothers.

BARRIER REMOVAL GRANTS AVAILABLE FROM LEAGUE

Barrier Removal Grants are available to qualified renters or homeowners who experience a mobility limitation (or have someone in their family who does). 

The program is offered in Lincoln/Lancaster County, Omaha and Council Bluffs, and is open to people with low to moderate incomes (based on HUD income guidelines) and who need funds to remove barriers in their homes.

Examples of modifications that may be considered eligible under the program include: outside ramps and lifts, grab bars, handrails, wider doorways, accessible tubs and showers, and reachable sinks and counters.

Applications for Barrier Removal Grants are available at:

Lincoln Center for Independent Living

1701 P St., Lincoln, NE  68508

Phone 402-441-7871

Omaha Center for Independent Living

5513 Center St., Omaha, NE  68106

Phone 402- 595-1256

SW Iowa Center for Independent Living

1520 Avenue M, Council Bluffs, IA  51501

Phone 712-323-6863.

HIGHLIGHTING EXPECTATIONS, OPPORTUNITIES

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES MUST BE ‘WOVEN INTO WORK CULTURE,’

SAYS AGENCY HEAD

(Note: This story includes an illustration of the official poster for National Disability Employment Awareness Month. The poster includes several small photos showing people working, with the slogan “Expectation + Opportunity = Full Participation” and the words “October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month.”)

October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month and the theme this year is “Expectation + Opportunity = Full Participation.”

In a statement about the theme, Kathy Martinez, Assistant Secretary for the U.S. Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy, said the theme is meant to “captures the vital role that expectations play in our successes as individuals and as a society. We must ensure that both people with disabilities and their employers expect that they will fully participate in our workplaces.”

But expectation alone is not enough, Martinez said. People with disabilities also need the opportunity to access a full range of employment choices.

“People with disabilities must be woven into our work culture,” she said. “Already, we benefit from the incredible array of talent they bring to our workplaces. But we must raise the bar, we must create the inexorable expectation that people with disabilities will contribute in every way to our economic successes. Only by nurturing this expectation and providing people with disabilities with unlimited employment opportunities, can we all benefit from their talents.”

The latest figures available from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics show that in July of this year, only 23 percent of people with disabilities were employed, compared to 71.8 percent of people with no disability.

HEALTH OBSERVANCES

October

Eye Injury Prevention Month - American Academy of Ophthalmology

Healthy Lung Month - American Lung Association

National Breast Cancer Awareness Month - Breast Cancer Awareness Month Board of Sponsors

National Down Syndrome Awareness Month - National Down Syndrome Society

National Physical Therapy Month - American Physical Therapy Association

National Celiac Disease Awareness Month - Celiac Sprue Association

National Spina Bifida Awareness Month - Spina Bifida Association

Oct. 5-11 is Mental Illness Awareness Week - National Alliance on Mental Illness

Oct. 12-20 is Bone and Joint Decade Nat’l Action Week - U.S. Bone and Jount Decade

Oct. 18-24 is Hearing Aid Awareness Week - International Hearing Society

Oct. 25-31 is Respiratory Care Week - American Association for Respiratory Care

Oct. 4 is Sarcoidosis Awareness Day - National Sarcoidosis Society and affiliates

Oct. 10 is World Mental Health Day - World Federation for Mental Health

Oct. 13 is Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness Day - Metastatic Breast Cancer Network

Oct. 15 is National Latino AIDS Awareness Day - Latino Commission on AIDS

Oct. 20 is World Osteoporosis Day - International Osteoporosis Foundation

Oct. 22 is International Stuttering Awareness Day - Stuttering Foundation of America

Oct. 28 is Lung Health Day - American Association for Respiratory Care

Oct. 31 is Interstitial Cystitis Awareness Day - Nat’l Assn. of Nurse Practitioners in Women’s Health

November

American Diabetes Month - American Diabetes Association

Lung Cancer Awareness Month - Lung Cancer Alliance

National Family Caregivers Month - National Family Caregivers Association

National Hospice Palliative Care Month - National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization

Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month - Pancreatic Cancer Action Network

Pulmonary Hypertension Awareness Month - Pulmonary Hypertension Association

National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month - Alzheimer’s Association

Nov. 19 is the Great American Smokeout - American Cancer Society

(Source: 2009 National Health Observances, from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Service’s National Health Information Center; www.healthfinder.gov.)

LEAGUE DONORS

July 22 through September 3, 2009

Builder ($500 and Up): Lincoln Downtown Optimist Club

Supporter ($250 to $499): Caretech, Inc.; Robert Tridle; Capitol Title; Wal-Mart; Amerispec Home Inspections.

Century ($100 to $249): James Peters; J. Gates Minnick; NE United Methodist Foundation Grant

Believer ($50 to $99): James Peters; Susan Toelle.

For Maggie Albertson: Rosanne Stanifors

CELEBRATING OLMSTEAD DECISION

(Note: At the top of the page is a large photo showing a man addressing a large crowd. The crowd is seen from behind. The caption reads, “Town-hall-style meetings in recognition of the 10th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s Olmstead Decision were held in June across Iowa, including at the Glenwood Resource Center, right. Speakers  touted the importance of the landmark decision. The court’s the June 22, 1999 ruling upheld the right of people with disabilities to live in their communities. The June 22 celebration was sponsored by Iowa’s Olmstead Consumer Task Force in Cooperation with the League of Human Dignity’s Southwest Iowa Center for Independent Living.”)

SPRINT TAKES OVER AS NEBRASKA RELAY SERVICE PROVIDER

Sprint took over relay service in Nebraska beginning July 1, 2009, .

All relay phone numbers remained the same except for the 900 number. Two new toll free numbers were added.

Phone numbers associated with the service are:

* 711

* TTY/HCO 1-800-833-7352

* ASCII: 1-888-696-0629

* Voice: 1-800-833-0920

* Speech to Speech: 1-888-272-5527

* Spanish to Spanish: 1-888-272-5528

* 900: 1-900-230-3434 (New)

* VCO Direct: 1-877-564-2481 (New)

* Spanish to English: 1-877-564-3503 (New)

Customer Services numbers:

* Nebraska Relay: 1-800-676-3777 TTY/Voice/ASCII

* Nebraska Relay Spanish:1-800-676-4290 TTY/Voice/ASCII;

* CapTel: 1-800-269-7477 Voice/CapTel/TTY

* CapTel Spanish: 1-866-217-3362

* Sprint TTY Operator Service:1-800-855-4000

The state-funded Nebraska Relay Service started in October 2001. The service allows teletypewriter (TTY) users who experience deafness, hearing difficulties or speech disabilities to communicate with standard telephone users.

TTY users type 711 to get an operator or Call Assistant who then makes their call. During the call, the operator reads what is typed on the TTY to the standard phone user and types what is spoken in return for the TTY user.

PRESIDENT CELEBRATES ADA 19TH ANNIVERSARY

ANNOUNCES PLAN TO SIGN UN CONVENTION ON RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

President Barack Obama hosted a celebration in the East Room of the White House July 24, commemorating the 19th anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

President Obama used the occasion to also announce his intention to sign and seek Senate ratification of the United Nations Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

The president praised several lawmakers who were instrumental in the passage of the ADA, including Sen. Tom Harkin; former Sen. Elizabeth Dole on behalf of her husband, former Sen. Robert Dole; and former Attorney General Richard Thornburgh.

In his remarks, Obama said the ADA was the result of a movement that began in towns and cities across the country.

"It began when people refused to accept a second-class status in America.  It began when they not only refused to accept the way the world saw them, but also the way they had seen themselves," the president said.

He said he's proud of the progress that has been made since passage of the ADA but he's not satisfied.

 "And I know you aren't either," Obama said. "Until every American with a disability can learn in their local public school in the manner best for them, until they can apply for a job without fear of discrimination, and live and work independently in their communities if that's what they choose, we've got more work to do.  As long as we as a people still too easily succumb to casual discrimination or fear of the unfamiliar, we've still got more work to do."

The president announced plans to create a new special assistant position in the Department of Transportation to focus on accessible transportation. He also noted his administration has launched the "Year of Community Living" — announced June 22 — to help people with disabilities live wherever they choose.

Obama had invited 12 representatives from the disability community to attend the celebration, including Polly Arango of Family Voices; Marca Bristo of the US International Council on Disabilities and Access Living of Metropolitan Chicago; Kelly Buckland of the National Council on Independent Living; former Congressman Tony Coelho; Michael Fitzpatrick of the National Alliance on Mental Illness; Marty Ford of the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities and The Arc and United Cerebral Palsy (UCP) Disability Policy Collaborative; Andy Imparato of the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD); Ted Kennedy, Jr. of the AAPD Board and The Marwood Group; Michael May of the Sendero Group, a technology company; Maria Veronica Reina of the Global Partnership for Disability and Development; Jeff Rosen of Snap!VRS, a video relay and technology company; and Bob Williams of the District of Columbia, former Deputy Assistant Secretary for Disability and Long-Term Care Policy at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Also present were Attorney General Eric Holder; Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis; Melody Barnes, Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy; Assistant to the President and Cabinet Secretary Chris Lu; Kareem Dale, Special Assistant to the President for Disability Policy; Paul Miller, Special Assistant to the President for Presidential Personnel; Lisa Brown, Staff Secretary to the President; Michael Strautmanis, Chief of Staff to Valerie Jarrett; Jeff Crowley, Director of the White House Office of National AIDS Policy and Senior Advisor on Disability Issues to the Domestic Policy Council; Tina Tchen, Director of the Office of Public Engagement; and Kathy Martinez, Assistant Secretary of Labor for Disability Employment Policy.

In a statement about the ADA anniversary, Attorney General Holder praised the act as a "watershed moment for persons with disabilities" and said the Department of Justice is committed to enforcing it as well as the Supreme Court's Olmstead Decision.

"As steward of the ADA, the Department of Justice is committed to actively enforcing this critical civil rights law and will use all tools to seek compliance — including litigation if necessary — so that its promise of full equality for Americans with disabilities can finally be realized. We are full partners in President Obama's designated "Year of Community Living" and will vigorously enforce the Supreme Court's Olmstead decision to end unnecessary institutionalization."

U.S. SIGNS DISABILITY AGREEMENT

On July 31, the United States became the 142nd country to sign the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Susan Rice, the U.S. Ambassador to the UN, signed the document during a ceremony at UN headquarters in New York, attended by senior presidential advisor Valerie Jarrett and representatives from several groups that advocate for people with disabilities.

The convention is an international human rights agreement intended to protect the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities,. It came into force in May 2008.

 The Bush Administration, while not opposing it, refused to sign the convention. As a presidential candidate, Barack Obama pledged  his support for it.

To become binding, the agreement must be ratified by at least two-thirds of the U.S. Senate.

During the signing ceremony, Jarrett announced that the Obama Administration is setting up a high-level diplomatic post to promote the rights of people with disabilities internationally.

YOU CAN ALSO ACCESS THIS NEWSLETTER ON OUR WEB SITE . . .

(Note: This small ad includes an illustration of three issues of On The Level)

http://www.leagueofhumandignity.com

(Note: In the lower right-hand corner of page 9 is a boxed advertisement for Mobility Options.)

At the bottom of the ad is a man in a wheelchair and a woman standing behind him. Both are on a vertical lift, smiling, looking at the camera. The text of the ad reads:

Mobility Options

Knowledge.  Innovation.  Independence.

National Wheel O Vator Vertical Platform Lifts

Give us a call at (402) 441-7871 for more info on this great product!

402-441-7871 (V/TDD)

www.mobilityoptions.com

1720 O Street, Lincoln

CLASSIFIEDS

Classified ads cost $5 for the first 25 words and 25 cents for each additional word. To place an ad, call Jim at 402-441-7871 (V/TDD0; fax 402-441-7650; or write to the League of Human Dignity, 1701 P St., Lincoln, NE 68508, Attn. Jim. Your classified ad will reach more than 8,000 ON THE LEVEL readers.

Opening: Charlie Wilson Replacement Care Home, beautiful wheelchair accessible home for young men age 20-35 wanting to live independently. Call Patty, 402-430-3472 or 402-489-6549 (Lincoln).

For Sale: Invacare electric hospital bed, mattress, side rails and trapeze. Model 3501 Low. Roho dry flotation cushion. Twin-size adjustable bed with massage. Call 402-659-2186 (Omaha).

For Sale: 2002 Dodge Grand Caravan Minivan, fully modified, low mileage. Clean, excellent condition, $15,000 OBO. Call 402-332-3121 (Gretna).

For Sale: Golden Technologies power lift and recline chair, excellent condition, $400 OBO. Call Robert 402-488-2163 (Lincoln).

For Sale: 1996 Ford Windstar Mobility Van with side ramp. Good condition, no rust., 64,000 miles—$8,000. “Stand-Aid of Iowa” standing frame. Excellent condition, with added trunk support. Will support a person from 4’2” to 7’ and up to 400 lbs. No transfer required to use it—$1,500. Bathtub transfer seat—$25. Commode—$25. Two slide boards—$25 each. Hoyer lift with three slings, good condition—$50. Two gait belts—$10 each. Portable 8-ft. aluminum ramp with non-skid surface, good condition—$300. Call Barb 402-330-2052 (Lincoln).

For Sale: Electric Permobile wheelchair (sip & puff or joystick), $1,200. Electric Invacare lift, two slings, $600. Electric hospital bed w/rails, $500. All near new including batteries. All OBO. 402-719-8697 (Oakland).

For Sale: Motorized wheelchair stair lift, 500 lb limit, good condition. Asking $800 OBO. Call Leann 402-371-0964 (Norfolk).

For Sale: New medical equipment and used Heart Start FR AED. Call 402-610-6233 (Lincoln).

For Sale: Dodge Grand Caravan SE 99 Sport Braun Entervan, side ramp, hand controls, driver’s seat rotates for transferring, 43,000 highway miles, $19,000. 402-477-3559 (Lincoln).

For Sale: Invacare Pronto M91 Power Wheelchair, heavy duty, flip-up surestep. Batteries included, own charger, adjustable arm rests, oxygen carrier, like new, $1,500 OBO. Call 402-270-7460 (Lincoln).

For Sale: New electric wheelchair, never used; van lift; vehicle hand controls. Call Donna, 402-364-2208 (Davenport, NE).

For Sale: Minivator Model 303 Bath lift. New, never used. Purchased for $575, asking $300. Call 402-841-4805 (Plainview).

For Sale: Motorized wheelchair stair lift, 500 lb limit, good condition. Asking $800 OBO. Call Leann 402-371-0964 (Norfolk).

For Sale: Adjustable hospital bed, good condition, elevate heat, foot and bed height, $300. Folding shower chair, padded seat, wheels, moveable armrests, $250. Call Don after 1 p.m., 402-895-1092 (Omaha).

THE LEAGUE OF HUMAN DIGNITY METRO HOUSING DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Is now taking applications for one-bedroom wheelchair accessible apartment with roll-in shower in Norfolk.

This unit comes with a Section 8 certificate and rent is based on income. Eligible persons must qualify under income guidelines established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

Applicants must experience a disability to qualify.

Contact Paula Shufeldt

at 1-888-508-4758 voice/TDD

pshufeldt@leagueofhumandignity.com

CENTERS OFFER SERVICES FOR INDEPENDENCE

The League of Human Dignity’s Centers for Independent Living provide the services that people with disabilities need to realize their plans to achieve and maintain an independent lifestyle. Services include but are not limited to:

- Information and referral

- Independent living skills training

- Individual and systems advocacy

- Personal Assistant hiring and management

- Peer counseling and support

- Barrier removal grants

- Equipment sales, rental and service through Mobility Options, a subsidiary of the League of Human Dignity.

For more information, call the League of Human Dignity at 402-441-7871, drop by our offices at 1701 P Street in Lincoln from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday or contact any of our centers for Independent Living, serving 62 counties in Nebraska and Southwest Iowa.

(Note: The top of page 16 is reserved for mailing label and addressing information.

The bottom half of the page is a boxed advertisement for Mobility options)

The headline across the top of the ad reads, “National Wheel O Vator Vertical Platform Lifts.” At left is a photo showing a man in a wheelchair and a woman standing behind him. Both are on a vertical lift, smiling, looking at the camera. The text of the ad reads:

In-stock, just visit us at 1720 O Street in Lincoln. 

Helps you maintain your independence

A safe, economical and effective way of overcoming architectural barriers

Give us a call at (402) 441-7871 for more info on this great product!

Mobility Options

Knowledge.  Innovation.  Independence.

402-441-7871 (V/TDD)

www.mobilityoptions.com

1720 O Street, Lincoln

