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ON THE LEVEL is the bi-monthly newsletter of the League of Human Dignity, Inc.

The League of Human Dignity is a consumer-based, nonprofit organization, whose mission is to promote the full integration of people with disabilities into society. To this end, we will advocate their needs and rights, while providing quality services to assist them in becoming and remaining independent citizens.

Established in 1971, the League now offers services in  all 93 Nebraska Counties and eight Southwest Iowa counties, through our Centers for Independent Living in Lincoln, Norfolk and Omaha, NE, and Council Bluffs, IA; our Medicaid Waiver offices in Scottsbluff, Kearney and North Platte, NE; and our Mobility Options shops in Lincoln and Omaha.

On The Level is available by subscription in print, Braille and on audio cassette. To subscribe in any of these formats, contact the Public Information Office in Lincoln or the League of Human Dignity in your area. The newsletter also is archived on our Web site:

www.leagueofhumandignity.com.

To place a classified advertisement for accessible equipment or supplies or to provide news items and other related information, contact: Editor, ON THE LEVEL, League of Human Dignity, 1701 P Street, Lincoln, NE 68508; Phone: 402-441-7871 V/TDD, Fax:402-441-7650; or e-mail: janderson@leagueofhumandignity.com
Omaha/SW Iowa Golf Outing a Success
[NOTE: A photo shows a golf course with four golfers, a woman and three men, all looking in the same direction. The caption: Olive Garden Team members keep their eyes on the ball during four-player scramble action at the June 11 Omaha-Southwest Iowa Benefit Golf Event, held at the outstanding Bent Tree Golf Club near Council Bluffs, Iowa. Eight teams competed in the event, which also included a silent auction.]

The home team shot an eight under par 64 to win the League of Human Dignity benefit golf event in Council Bluffs, Iowa, June 11.

The Joe Madsen Team, representing Bent Tree, took first in a field of eight teams in a four-player scramble format. The team included Joe Madsen, Josh Madsen, Jason Madsen and Roger Todd.

The League’s Omaha and Southwest Iowa Centers for Independent Living held the fund-raising event at Bent Tree Golf Club. Proceeds went to the two centers, to help them fulfill their mission to promote independent living for people with disabilities.

The Bill Jetter Team, shooting a 66, took second in a tiebreaker. The team was made up of Bill Jetter, Matt Jetter, Dave Herrman and Randy Boldt. Team Shea took third with a 66. The team included Bill Shea, Ryan Abts, Dave Schimonitz and Drew Sibbernsen.

Rounding out the teams were Immanuel Pathways, D.W. Services/Caring for People Services, HyVee, Olive Garden and the Dr. Jeff Walls Team.

Organizers and participants said the event, the first of what will become an annual event, was a big success.

“Everyone was just so positive,” said Omaha CIL Director Bob Gomez. “It’s a beautiful course, we had excellent weather and many people said they look forward to coming back next year.”

The event began following a bag lunch provided by HyVee, and included a silent auction throughout the day. A dinner provided by The Olive Garden followed, along with an awards ceremony.

C.E.O.’s NOTE

Summer has finally arrived! As I write this article, I find it hard to believe that some schools will be welcoming students back in three short weeks.

I want to take this opportunity to share information about the subsidized wheelchair accessible housing that is owned by the League of Human Dignity Building Corporation, and the League of Human Dignity Central Nebraska Housing Development Corporation. 

The League of Human Dignity Building Corporation owns 30 accessible one- and two-bedroom apartments in Lincoln, 12 in Omaha, 12 in Norfolk, eight in Columbus, and four in York. The League of Human Dignity Central Nebraska Housing Development Corporation owns seven one- and two-bedroom wheelchair accessible apartments in Hastings. All of these one- and two-bedroom apartments are wheelchair accessible, with a mix of roll in showers and bath tubs, and are subsidized with HUD rent subsidies. 

In order to be eligible to rent one of these apartments, applicants must experience a disability that limits her/his mobility, and also must meet HUD income eligibility guidelines. Eligible tenants pay an amount equal to 30 percent of their adjusted income for rent

The League of Human Dignity Metro Housing Development Corporation manages the above referenced apartments. As a result of high demand for these apartments, there are waiting lists for all locations. Anyone interested in applying to rent one of the above referenced apartments can contact Paula Shufeldt at 402-441-6340.

Mike Schafer

League CEO

Draft Legislation in Senate Would Create

Federal Independent Living Administration
A new federal Independent Living Administration would be created under legislation made public June 22 by the Senate’s Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee.

The proposed new agency is spelled out in Section 701A of the working draft of legislation that would reauthorize the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, along with the Workforce Investment Act of which it is a part. The administration would be a part of the Department of Education, separate and independent from the Rehabilitation Service Administration.

The HELP Committee originally was scheduled to begin markup of the proposal June 29 but postponed it, tentatively, until Aug. 3. Markup is the legislative term for a committee’s process of debating, amending and rewriting a piece of legislation it will report to the Senate.

The Work Investment Act became law in 1998. But authorization for its appropriations expired in 2003. Since then, it has been extended annually through appropriations acts while various groups have been calling for its reauthorization.

Staff from the offices of Iowa Democrat Tom Harkin, Wyoming Republican Michael Enzi Washington Democrat Patty Murray and Georgia Republican Johnny Isakson have been working over the past two years in an effort to renew and improve the act. Harkin is chairman of the HELP Committee and Enzi is the ranking Republican member.

Officials at the National Council on Independent Living, which has worked closely with senators for the past few years in an effort to overhaul the country’s Independent Living program, say they are optimistic about passage of the current legislation.

The new agency would not require any new or additional funding, the NCIL said. Nor would it create unnecessary new bureaucracy. It simply streamlines the country’s current Independent Living program and enhances consumer-control. 

“NCIL is optimistic about WIA’s chances for reauthorization, and very pleased with the rare bipartisan effort to put this bill together,” said an NCIL news release announcing the legislation. 

NCIL has proposed language intended to fix problems that have frustrated Centers for Independent Living and Statewide Independent Living Councils for years.

“After reading the legislative language in the bill reauthorizing WIA and the Rehabilitation Act, it is obvious that the Senate has listened to NCIL’s concerns and worked hard to create a piece of legislation that will empower and increase the independence of Americans with disabilities,” NCIL said. “It is also clear that we have the bipartisan support necessary to move this bill forward, but the fight to get the votes necessary in both chambers of Congress to pass this reauthorization into law has only just begun.”

The NCIL is calling on advocates across the country to get to work to push the historic legislation through Congress.

“Remember, this bill was created for us,” the NCIL said. “We must immediately employ the full resources of the IL community to reach out to members of Congress and urge them to support the reauthorization of WIA and the Rehabilitation Act, specifically the inclusion of Title V language that creates an ILA and strengthens independent living.”

IOWA DHS PROPOSES CUT IN RESPITE SERVICES

The Iowa Department of Human Services has proposed an annual limit for paid respite services, amending an earlier plan that sparked protests from Iowa families and advocacy groups.

The annual limit would be 576 hours, which averages 48 hours a month. The earlier plan was for a fixed cap of 48 hours a month. The new proposal allows the hours to be grouped in a way that is convenient for consumers, said Iowa DHS spokesman Roger Munns.

While it is more flexible, the new plan still would result in hundreds if Iowans losing services that are meant to help keep them in their homes and out of institutions.

Respite services give people who care for family members in Iowa’s Medicaid waiver programs a break. There are 25,000 Iowans enrolled in the state’s various waiver programs and about 6,100 families use respite services — that includes about 700 who use more than 576 hours a year.

The proposal is an attempt to deal with budget cuts imposed by the Iowa Legislature. Official expect limiting respite services will save $2.5 million a year. The proposal was to be presented to a legislative committee in August. If approved, it would take effect Sept. 1

Norfolk ADA Training for First Responders;

ADA Celebration FollowS Sept. 7 & 8 event

The League’s Norfolk  Center for Independent Living is sponsoring  a workshop designed to help emergency personnel understand the Americans with Disabilities Act and new Department of Justice guidelines.

The training, Wednesday and Thursday, Sept. 7 and 8 at the Life Long Learning Center in Norfolk, is entitled “First Responders and the ADA - Bridging the Gap.”

Norfolk’s community celebration of the 21st anniversary of the ADA will follow the wrap-up of training, at 4 p.m. on Sept. 8.

The first day of training includes presentations by several area professionals on mental health versus substance abuse and barriers to treatment, practical approaches to helping people with mental health disabilities, community services and support, and practical approaches to helping people with autism spectrum disorder.

The second day features a three-part consideration of the ADA, presented by Richard Sternadori of the Great Plains ADA Center in Columbia, MO. The presentation includes an overview of the ADA, new Department of Justice guidelines, and issues for first responders who directly interact with people with disabilities — including dos and don’ts of questioning, interpreters, arrest, search, incarceration, rescue, evacuation, service animals, etc.

Registration for the training is $20 each day.

For more information, contact the Norfolk CIL at 400 Elm St., Norfolk, NE 68701, call 402-371-4475 or e-mail ninfo@leagueofhumandignity.com.

LEAGUE DONORS
June 30, 2011 TO JULY 6, 2011
Builder ($500 and up): INSPRO, Inc.

Supporter ($250 to $499): Robert Tridle

Century ($100 to $249): Marvin Rhodes

Other: Charles A. Shapiro

SPONSORS, DONORS HELP MAKE BENEFIT GOLF EVENT A SUCCESS

The 2011 Omaha/Southwest Iowa Benefit Golf Event was a big success thanks to the efforts of its organizers, sponsors, donors and volunteers.

Organizers especially want to thank the event’s sponsors, Immanuel Pathways, Caretech Inc., and Black Hills Energy.

Donors of silent auction items were: The Amazing Pizza Machine, American Gramaphone L.L.C., American Legacy Complex, Applebee’s - J.S. Ventures Inc., Arby’s, Ashley Lynn’s Tanning, At Your Service Inc., Austad’s Golf Inc., Billings Photography, Borsheim’s, Boulder Creek Amusement Park, Carl’s, The Center, Classic Golf, Creighton University, Crossroads Massage - Patty Doyle LMT, Doll Distributing Incorporated, The Durham Museum, Family Fun Center, Fazoli Italian Food, Fontenelle Forest Nature Center, Funny Bone Comedy Club, Golden Corral Restaurant, The Goldsmith Silversmith, Grease Monkey, Harrah’s Casino and Hotel, Honda Cars of Bellevue, House of Mufflers & Brakes, Eldon Hunewell, Ideal Pure Water, Images of Nature Gallery, Iowa Hawk Shop, Iowa State University, Jazzercise, Joslyn Art Museum, Kansas City Royals, Kitchen Collectables Inc., Lake Manawa Nissan Kia, Lauritzen Gardens, Lazlo’s Brewery & Grill, Malibu Gallery’ Marriott Hotels & Resorts, Menards Inc., Minnesota Vikings Football Club, Minnesota Vikings Football Club, Nebraska Furniture Mart, No Frills Supermarkets, Omaha Children’s Museum, Omaha Community Playhouse, Omaha Steaks, Omaha WellBound Fitness, Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo, Opera Omaha, Oriental Trading Company, Inc., Panera Bread, Papa John’s Pizza, Papio Fun Park, Physicians Mutual Insurance Co. Foundation, QuikTrip Corporation, Red Lobster, Rhoden Auto Center, The Rose, Sam & Louie’s Pizzeria, Senator Tom Harkin, Spaghetti Works, Strategic Air and Space Museum, Struyk Turf, Ltd., Super Saver, Super Target Store, T’eez - A Thomas Sena Salon, Tiffany Skaw LMT, Upstream Brewing Company, Wendy’s - Omega Foods Inc., Woodmen of the World, YMCA of Greater Omaha.

Eight teams competed, including the Joe Madsen Team representing Bent Tree, which won the scramble; The Bill Jetter Team; Team Shea; Immanuel Pathways; D.W. Services/Caring for People Services; HyVee; Olive Garden; and the Dr, Jeff Walls Team.

Special thanks also go to Olive Garden, which donated the event dinner, HyVee, which donated lunches and Bent Tree Golf Club.
[NOTE: Four photos accompany the story, filling the facing page, under the headline, “A Great Day for Golf”. In the upper left corner four golfers stand near two golf carts looking out over a golf course, with the caption: The 2011 Omaha/Southwest Iowa Benefit Golf Event was June 11 at the beautiful Bent Tree Golf Club, left, near Council Bluffs, Iowa.
To the right, a single golfer swings a golf club. The caption: Drew Sibbernsen of Team Shea tees off. Team Shea finished the event in third place.
In the lower left, several men sit at tables in a large dining room, clapping their hands. The caption: Following the four-player scramble, golfers retired to the clubhouse for dinner and an awards ceremony.
In the lower right, a man stands holding a microphone while another man holds a plaque. The caption: Joe Madsen, left, whose team represented Bent Tree, receives the award for his team’s first-place finish from League of Human Dignity CEO Mike Schafer.]
DOJ Releases Olmstead Assistance Manual

The Justice Department has released a new guide designed to help people understand their rights, and public entities their obligations, under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Title II requires state and local governments to give people with disabilities equal access to all of their programs, services and activities — including public education, employment, transportation, recreation, health care, social services, courts, voting and meetings.

The release came June 22, in commemoration of the 12th anniversary of the Supreme Court’s landmark Olmstead Decision.  In Olmstead, the court ruled that the ADA requires public entities to provide community-based services to people with disabilities when such services are appropriate, when the affected people do not oppose them and when the services can be reasonably accommodated.

“The Olmstead decision recognized the rights of individuals with disabilities to live the lives they choose, but its promise has not yet been fully realized. Far too many people remain segregated in institutions when they would rather be thriving in their communities,” said Thomas E. Perez, Assistant Attorney General for the Civil Rights Division. “The Justice Department is committed to making the promise a reality, and will continue to aggressively enforce Olmstead.”

As part of the commemoration of Olmstead, the Justice Department also has launched a new section on its ADA website, www.ada.gov/olmstead. The section provides information and resources about the decision and its enforcement. In addition to the new technical assistance document, people can visit the Web site to find briefs filed by the Department, as well as other relevant material.

The ADA website provides easy access to an extensive collection of ADA technical assistance materials and settlement agreements, as well as information about enforcement, mediation, technical assistance and certification activities, and links to other sites with ADA information.

For more information about the ADA, including how to file complaints related to Olmstead enforcement, call the Justice Department’s toll-free ADA Information Line at 800-514-0301 or 800-514-0383 (TTY), or go to the department’s ADA website at www.ada.gov/olmstead. To read the full technical assistance document, go to www.ada.gov/olmstead/q&a_olmstead.htm.

President Obama has made it clear that his administration is committed to Olmstead enforcement. In 2009 he launched “The Year of Community Living,” directing agencies to vigorously enforce the decision and the rights of people with disabilities.  Since that time, the Civil Rights Division has made Olmstead enforcement a top priority, joining or initiating Olmstead litigation in more than 25 cases in 17 states.

In 2010, the division reached a settlement agreement with the state of Georgia that will allow thousands of people with disabilities to receive services in community settings. The settlement will serve as a model for comprehensive agreements.

DELAWARE, FEDS REACH AGREEMENT ON MENTAL HEALTH SYSTEM

The Department of Justice announced July 6 that it has entered into an agreement with Delaware that will overhaul that state’s mental health system and bring it in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

“It is a landmark agreement, a blueprint for sustainable reform, and it will serve as a model for our enforcement of the ADA going forward,” said Assistant Attorney General Thomas E. Perez.

Perez spoke at a July 6 press conference in New Castle, DE. He announced the agreement on the same day the Department of Justice filed a lawsuit in U.S. District Court claiming Delaware is discriminating against people with disabilities, in violation of the ADA.

The agreement will result in the creation of a community crisis system that will serve as the “front door” to the state’s mental health system, diverting people from unnecessary hospitalization and jailing. The system also will include community-based treatment through “Assertive Community Treatment” teams, intensive case management teams and targeted case management. It will provide housing, employment support, rehabilitation services and family and peer support.

Perez said the new system will bring relief to about 3,000 people who are unnecessarily institutionalized in the state.

Last year, federal officials issued a report strongly criticizing Delaware for warehousing people with mental illness at the Delaware Psychiatric Center. The ADA requires states provide services to people with disabilities in the most integrated setting appropriate to their needs.

Lincoln Fire & Rescue Offers Specialized Smoke Alarms for Residents with Deafness
Lincoln Fire and Rescue is making Lincoln a safer place to live for people who are deaf or hard of hearing through its Smoke Alarm program.

The department still has a limited selection of specialized alarms available for eligible Lincoln residents. The alarms employ dual alert methods. For example, a sleeping person who is deaf has the highest chance of being alerted by a flashing strobe in the home as well as a vibration unit in the bedroom. For a person who is hard of hearing, a loud tone that varies in frequency as well as the vibration unit would be ideal. 

To register for the alarm program, go online to  www.lincoln.ne.gov and type the keyword “fire” in the search box to go to the Fire and Rescue Web site.In the “What’s New!” box, click on the link “For the Deaf and Hard of Hearing” then click the link at the bottom of the page. Residents who apply will be contacted by Lincoln Fire and Rescue to find a date and time that will work best.

People who do not have Internet can request an alarm by writing to Lincoln Fire & Rescue, ATTN: Deaf & Hard of Hearing Smoke Alarm Request, 1801 “Q” Street, Lincoln, NE 68508; or Fax the department at 402-441-8292.

Fire and Rescue works with residents to find the best place to install equipment in the home. Sign language interpreters can be requested ahead of time.

COMMUNITY ACTION WEATHERIZATION PROGRAM OPEN TO ELIGIBLE RESIDENTS

The Community Action Partnership of Lancaster and Saunders Counties is offering free weatherization services to eligible residents, including insulation, furnace tuneup/repair/replacement, weather stripping and caulking, exhaust fans, and door and window repair/replacement.

Recipients of Supplemental Security Income, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, or residents in the Low Income Energy Assistance Program are automatically eligible. Households not in one of those programs must be below 200 percent of federal poverty guidelines: a maximum gross annual income of $21,780 for one person in the household, plus $7,640 for each additional person. Homes weatherized before Oct. 1, 1994 are eligible again for servicing.

To apply, contact Ervin Salkanovic at 402-875-9365 or e-mail esalkanovic@communityactionatwork.org. The program is open to owners and renters in Lancaster and Saunders counties.

ADVERTISEMENT:
International Interior Design Association (IIDA) Night at the Ballpark to benefit the League of Human Dignity, Sept. 15, 2011 at TD Ameritrade Park, Omaha.

2011 League of Human Dignity

Lincoln Benefit Golf Event

Thursday, Sept. 22, 2011, Highlands Golf Course

5501 NW 12th St., Lincoln, NE
Brown Bag Lunch

12:30 p.m. Shotgun Start

· 18-Hole, 4-Player Scramble

· Helicopter Golfball Drop

· Silent Auction Throughout

· Buffet Dinner Following Golf

Register a four-player team for $300. 

$1,000/$500/$250 Sponsorships also are available.

Buy a ball for the helicopter drop: $10 each or 3/$25

To register or for more information,

contact the League of Human Dignity,

1701 P St., Lincoln, NE 68508;

call 402-441-7871; fax 402-441-7650
e-mail crigoni@leagueofhumandignity.com

Visit us online at www.leagueofhumandignity.com

and follow us on Facebook

BARRIER REMOVAL GRANTS

AVAILABLE FROM LEAGUE

Barrier Removal Grants are available to qualified renters or homeowners, who experience a mobility limitation or who have someone in their family who does.

The League offers grants in Lincoln and Lancaster County, Omaha and Council Bluffs. The program is open to people with low to moderate income, based on U.S. Housing and Urban Development guidelines, who need funds to remove barriers in their homes.

Examples of eligible modifications include: outside ramps and lifts, grab bars, handrails, widened doorways, accessible tubs and showers, and reachable sinks and counters.

League staff offer a variety of services to assist in making homes more accessible to people with disabilities. For more information or for an application for a Barrier Removal Grant, contact:

Lincoln Center for Independent Living, 1701 P St., Lincoln, NE 68508; phone 402-441-7871

Omaha Center for Independent Living, 5513 Center St., Omaha, NE 68106, phone 402-595-1256

SW Iowa Center for Independent Living, 1520 Avenue M, Council Bluffs, IA 51501; phone 712-323-6863

LEAGUE EMPLOYEES SAYING . . .

Hello:
Frann Mersnick, Services Coordinator, Omaha

Gail Johnson, Services Coordinator, North Platte

Vicki Albert, Services Coordinator, Lincoln

Jamie Holder, Secretary, Lincoln

Jill Rischling, Services Coordinator, Lincoln

Michael Allen, Maintenance Technician, Lincoln

Good-Bye:
Andy Bessinger, Services Coordinator, Lincoln

Gene Hiner, Maintenance Technician, Lincoln

Fred Reitz, Services Coordinator, Norfolk

YORK CHAPTER enjoys pizza party
Photo shows a large dining room with two people in wheelchairs at a table dishing up pizza and filling cups with soda. In the background, several others, also in wheelchairs, sit at tables eating pizza and talking to one another. The caption: Members and guests of the League of Human Dignity’s York Chapter enjoyed a meal and fellowship at their annual pizza party Wednesday, June 15, at the York Leisure Home Social Room. The event, attended by 16 people, featured pizza, salad, soda and a delicious dessert. Following the meal, the group held a short business meeting.

WHERE TO FIND US

LEAGUE OF HUMAN DIGNITY OFFICES

LINCOLN Center for Independent Living

& Mobility Options
1701 P Street 

Lincoln, NE  68508

402-441-7871

OMAHA Center for Independent Living

& Mobility Options
5513 Center Street

Omaha, NE  68106

402-595-1256 

NORFOLK Center for Independent Living
400 Elm Avenue

Norfolk, NE  68701

402-371-4475

SW IOWA Center for Independent Living
1520 Avenue M

Council Bluffs, IA  51501

712-323-6863

PANHANDLE Medicaid Waiver Office
17 E 21 St. #2

Scottsbluff, NE  69361

308-632-0470

KEARNEY Medicaid Waiver Office
3811 W. 29th  Avenue, Suite 2

Kearney Nebraska 68845

308-224-3665

NORTH PLATTE  Medicaid Waiver Office
2509 Halligan Dr.

North Platte, NE  69101

308-532-4911

www.leagueofhumandignity.com
www.mobility-options.com
AND FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

FEMA: Be Prepared for Flood Emergencies

In an alert aimed at people with disabilities who live in current or potential flood areas, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) highlights several things to keep in mind so as to be better prepared.

Evacuating and sheltering
If you must be evacuated to an emergency shelter or other temporary housing, explain to first responders and emergency officials that you need to shelter with family, service animal, caregiver, or personal assistance provider for the support needed to maintain your health, safety and independence. 

Call 911 in the event of a life-threatening emergency but to locate a shelter or to get information about other local disaster resources, call 211. In Nebraska, you also can go online to www.uwmidlands.org/211 or in Iowa to www.uweci.org/content/united_way_2_1_1.aspx.  

Emergency Supplies

A list of basic items that should be in every emergency kit can be found online at www.ready.gov/america/getakit/. Where applicable, you also should consider including:

· Extra eyeglasses and hearing aids

· Battery chargers and extra batteries for all battery-operated devices 

· Copies of medical prescriptions, doctors’ orders and the style and serial numbers of support devices.

· Medical alert tags, bracelets or written descriptions of your disability and support needs

· Supplies for your service animal, medical insurance cards, Medicare/Medicaid cards, physician contact information, list of your allergies and health history 

· A list of local non-profit or community-based organizations that know you or assist people with needs similar to yours. 

· A list of personal contacts, family and friends you may need to contact in an emergency 

· A laminated personal communication board, if you might need assistance with being understood 

· Extra medicine, oxygen, insulin, catheters, or other medical supplies you use regularly 

· Have a lightweight manual wheelchair available for emergencies and know its size and weight and whether it is collapsible.

· Even if you do not use a computer, keep important information on a portable thumb drive. 

Still time to plan and prepare?
Think about all the strategies, services, devices, tools and techniques you use to live on a daily basis.

Create a support network to help you plan for an emergency, including family, neighbors, friends and service providers. Tell them people where you keep your emergency supplies and give at least one a key to your residence. 

If you receive dialysis or other life-sustaining medical treatment, identify the location and availability of more than one facility and work with your provider to develop your personal emergency plan. 

Show others how to operate your wheelchair or other assistive devices. 

Keep contact information for local independent living centers and other disability services organizations in a safe and easy-to-access place. If you provide organizations with information about your needs and requirements, keep that data up to date. 

Work with providers of any in-home support services you use so you can keep in touch with them during and after an emergency. Develop back-up plans for personal assistance services, hospice, or other forms of in-home assistance.

Plan ahead for accessible transportation you may need for evacuation or other reasons during a disaster. 

Protect your finances
If you receive federal disability benefits, register your bank account information in advance with the U.S. Department of the Treasury online at www.GoDirect.org so you can continue to access your money during an emergency. 

Switch to electronic payments. It also eliminates the risk of stolen checks. 

The Direct Express prepaid debit card is an alternative to paper checks for people who don’t have a bank account. To sign up, call toll-free 877-212-9991, 866-569-0447(TTY) or sign up online at www.USDirectExpress.com.

Consider direct deposit — this option will ensure you get your Social Security or SSI payment on time. A disaster can disrupt mail service for days or weeks.

For information and tools related to emergency preparedness for people with disabilities, visit FEMA’s Office of Disability Integration and Coordination webpage at www.fema.gov/about/odic/.

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED: A chair lift and rails, to fit split-level home. Call Ray 402-592-1878 (Omaha).

FOR RENT: wheelchair accessible house, 2 Bedroom, 2 bath - one bathroom has barrier-free shower. Single level, no steps, no basement. All electric. Oversized single-stall attached garage with alley entrance. Dishwasher, central air, washer/dryer hookups.  $850/month plus deposit and utilities. Currently under construction at 1159 Butler in Belmont area. Completion expected by August, 2011. Call 402-794-0304 (Lincoln).
FOR SALE: Freestyle Power Chair, leather van-style seat with headrest. Good, strong battery, charger included. Good Condition, $600. Roho Airlite seat cushions, like new, 18-inch $50; 20-inch $75. Call 402-466-1684 to see items (Lincoln).

FOR SALE: Pride Elite Traveler 3-wheeled scooter, excellent condition, used very little, never outdoors. List price $1,500, asking $550. Sunrise 18-inch-deep contour seat cushion for wheelchair. Used very little, good condition. Call 402-467-3754 to see items (Lincoln).

FOR SALE: Invacare Adult Reclining Wheelchair; Braun Vangater II wheelchair lift; Access Unlimited Easy Reach lift for van; Guardian Voyager two pole lift with bathtub rail; Arjo Trixie Patient Lift. 402-563-2157 or 402-910-7529 (Columbus).

FOR SALE: 3410 Prowler mobility scooter, $2,500; 305 Rascal mobility scooter, $300; Invacare Hydraulic lift, 450 pound weight lift, $300. Call 402-668-2426 (Verdigre).

FOR SALE: Power chair and two manual wheelchairs. Call 402-228-3936 (Beatrice).

FOR SALE: La-Z-Boy power chair (not lift), tan, no stains, no pets, little used, touch of button raises foot rest, $300, obo. Lois, 402-728-5329. Can deliver. (Waco).

LEAGUE OF HUMAN DIGNITY SWEATSHIRTS

NOW ON SALE

Available For a Limited Time Only

At the League’s Lincoln Center for Independent Living, 1701 P St. Lincoln, NE

Sizes: Small/Medium/ Large/XL
$24.50

XXL
25.75

XXXL
27.00

LEAGUE OF HUMAN DIGNITY

LONG-SLEEVED T-SHIRTS

Sizes S through 4XL $13.95 (Sales tax included).

Available only at League Offices

THE LEAGUE OF HUMAN DIGNITY BUILDING CORPORATION

Is now taking applications for:

A one-bedroom apartment with roll-in shower in Columbus.

This unit comes with a Section 8 certificate and rent is based upon income. Eligible applicants must qualify under income guidelines established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Applicants must experience a disability to qualify.

Contact Paula Shufeldt, 1-888-508-4758 (V/TDD), pshufeldt@leagueofhumandignity.com
MOBILITY OPTIONS

Bruno Vertical Platform Lifts

In-stock, just visit us at 1720 O Street in Lincoln. 

Helps you maintain your independence

A safe, economical and effective way of overcoming architectural barriers

Give us a call at (402) 441-7871 for more info on this great product!

Mobility Options

Knowledge.  Innovation.  Independence.

402-441-7871 (V/TDD)   www.mobilityoptions.com

