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ON THE LEVEL is the bimonthly newsletter of the League of Human Dignity, Inc.

The League of Human Dignity is a consumer based nonprofit organization, whose purpose is to promote the full integration of people with disabilities into society. To this end, we will advocate their needs and rights, while providing quality service to assist them in becoming and remaining independent citizens.

Established in 1971, the League now serves consumers in all 93 counties in Nebraska and eight counties in Southwest Iowa through our Centers for Independent Living in Lincoln, Norfolk, Omaha, and Council Bluffs, IA; our Medicaid Waiver Offices in Scottsbluff, Kearney and North Platte, NE; and our Mobility Options shops in Lincoln and Omaha.

ON THE LEVEL is available in Braille and on audiocassette. To request these formats, contact the Public Information Office in Lincoln, or the League of Human Dignity in your area.

To update support group listings; place classified ads for accessible equipment or supplies; or to provide news items and other related information contact: Editor, ON THE LEVEL, League of Human Dignity, 1701 P Street, Lincoln, NE 68508; 402-441-7871 Voice/TDD; FAX: 402-441-7650; or janderson@leagueofhumandignity.com.

NORFOLK CIL BENEFIT GOLF EVENT: HUSKERS WIN!

Center’s First-Ever Golf Scramble Draws Six Teams, 23 Players

The Nebraska Cornhuskers — former Huskers, anyway — won the June 26 Norfolk Center for Independent Living Golf Benefit.
The event, organized as a four-player scramble, was held at Eldorado Hills in Norfolk. It was held to raise money to help the CIL fulfill its mission to promote independent living for people with disabilities.

The Huskers, Matt Hoskinson, Joel Makovicka, Tim Carpenter and Bill LaFleur, shot a 14-under-par 58 to win the event. The team of Dave Henry, Henry Redwing, Ken Derby and Jon Johnson was second with a 63, edging the team of Chad Reeves, Scott Seelmeyer, Jon Pochop and Bob Barry by one stroke.

In all, six teams competed, despite recent flooding in the Norfolk area, during what was described as a great afternoon for golf — albeit a little warm.

In a scramble format, the best of a team’s four tee shots is selected and all four play their second shots from that point. They then play from the best of the second shots, and so on until the hole is complete.

The golfing started about 1 p.m. A silent auction was held throughout the event and a live auction followed dinner, catered by Dee’s Delite.

For more information and photos from the event, turn to pages 6 and 7.

[NOTE; The story is accompanied by a photo of four men, standing together in a line outdoors, smiling at the camera, with the caption, Former University of Nebraska Football players, from left, Tim Carpenter, Bill LaFleur, Matt Hoskinson and Joel Makovicka shot a 58 as a team June 26,  to win the League’s Benefit Golf Event at Eldorado Hills in Norfolk. The event raised money for the Norfolk Center for Independent Living. The Huskers donated their winnings to the center. 

CEO’S NOTE

In the last issue of ON THE LEVEL, I wrote about two of the four core services — information and referral, and independent living skills training — that are provided by the League’s Centers for Independent Living (CILs). The other two CIL core services are advocacy (individual and systems), and peer support/mentoring.

League CIL staff work with consumers on specific individual, disability-related advocacy issues. People with disability encounter architectural and attitudinal barriers in their communities which, due to their disability, prevent them from entering businesses or enjoying the benefits of public amenities such as parks, athletic venues, government buildings, or streets and sidewalks, to name a few. Staff work with consumers to identify their specific problems, and to develop a plan of action focused on eliminating barriers. In all cases, staff are expected to do everything they can to empower consumers by helping them develop the necessary skills to advocate on their own behalf. 

Systems advocacy addresses broader issues that affect larger numbers of consumers. Examples of systems issues are administrative policies or procedures that effectively discriminate against people with disability. One systems advocacy issue the League currently is working on is the practice by a majority of private transportation providers in Nebraska of charging a higher fare to people who use wheelchairs, than they charge people with disabilities who do not use wheelchairs. We believe this practice, and the approval of differential rates, is discriminatory and in violation of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

We work cooperatively with regulatory bodies in an effort to resolve these issues. If we are not able to resolve issues through cooperative efforts, we will file formal complaints with the appropriate enforcement bodies, or pursue appropriate legal remedies.

Peer support/mentoring is based on the concept that people who have learned to manage their own lives with disability can help others do the same, either those who have newly-acquired disability or those who have long-term disability and are facing a new experience. Peer mentors are volunteers who give their time to share their personal experiences, and the techniques they have developed to manage their disabilities. Peer mentors help with issues that include modeling techniques to manage specific aspects of disabilities, techniques to access specific services and equipment, advocacy techniques, and dealing with aspects of disability that might impact interpersonal relationships in families and circles of friends.

Advocacy and peer support/mentoring are two more League CIL services that support consumers in becoming and remaining independent, contributing members of their communities.

Mike Schafer

League CEO

LINCOLN HANDI-VAN DISPATCH NOW OFFERS ON-HOLD SYSTEM

Lincoln’s StarTran Handi-Van service has instituted an on-hold system on its 441-7109 telephone reservation line.

Starting July 22, the dispatcher will now answer calls in the order they are received and will hold calls until they can be completed. In the past, callers got a busy signal if the dispatcher was taking a reservation and simply had to hang up and call back later.

Callers who are held should stay on the line until their call is answered. If you hang up and call back, your call will go to the end of the holding line.

LIFELINE AD

[NOTE: In the bottom left-hand corner of page 3 is a boxed ad with the headline, SOMEDAY THIS BUTTON MAY SAVE YOUR LIFE. FOR NOW, IT SETS YOU FREE

The ad features a photo of a white square device with a large black button in the center, and following the text:

With Lifeline by Immanuel, you can enjoy an independent lifestyle in your own home—knowing that you can call for help if you ever need it. One push of your Lifeline button connects you to someone with access to your medical history, someone who can evaluate your situation and immediately send help. To learn more about the security and peace of mind provided by Lifeline, call (402) 829-3277 or toll-free at (800) 676-9449.

The ad includes the Immanuel Lifeline logo and Web site: www.immanuellifeline.com]

LEAGUE 2010 GOLF EVENT AD

NOTE: A boxed ad fills the right-hand side of page 3, under the headline, 2010 BENEFIT GOLF EVENT, accompanied by the League of Human Dignity logo.

The text of the ad reads:

Mark Your Calendar: Thursday, Sept, 30, 2010, At the Highland Golf Course, Lincoln, NE

Four-Player Scramble And More:

Hole Prizes!

Silent Auction!

Helicopter Golfball Drop!

Buffet Dinner!

Join the Fun!

Register a four-player team for $400 or become an event sponsor with a donation of  $1,000, $500 or $250

To register or for more information, contact the League of Human Dignity, 1701 P Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7871 (V/TDD0; Fax 402-441-7650

or e-mail jfoster@leagueohumandignity.com

Visit us online at www.leagueofhumandignity.com

Please support the League of Human Dignity’s Second Annual Benefit Golf Event. Proceeds will help the League fulfill it’s mission: Helping people with disabilities to become and to remain independent members of society.]

MEDICAID RECIPIENTS WORRY ABOUT FUTURE OF SERVICES

Confusion Ensues After Nebraska Outsources Medicaid Service Reviews

Proposed cuts in funding for Medicaid home services prompted about 35 protestors to show up at the Nebraska Governor’s Mansion June 11.

The protestors, many of whom use the services provided by Medicaid to remain independent, were responding to scores of service denials issued in May by Seattle-based Qualis Health.

In April, Nebraska passed the job of deciding what level of home health care people on Medicaid will get to the company. Qualis, which has had a contract for a variety of services with Nebraska’s Medicaid program since 2007, began a “home health and private duty utilization review” for the state in April.

The company later notified 69 Nebraskans that the level of services they have been receiving could be reduced.

Some were told to look into Medicaid waivers or a personal assistance program. But many who receive more care than those programs would provide are concerned that a reduction in services might force them into nursing homes.

Particularly vulnerable, said State Sen. Robert Giese of South Sioux City, are rural Nebraskans. He said in his Dist. 17 Blog that some of his constituents were informed by Qualis that they would only qualify for a level of care that is unavailable outside the Omaha or Lincoln areas.

The denial letters later were rescinded by state Medicaid Director Vivianne Chaumont, who said she felt the letters were confusing. She said services will continue as is until further review.

FUNDING FLOWS FOR MANY ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY WAITING LIST

List Continues to Grow, But Those On It Longest Finally Receiving Services

While the list of Nebraskans waiting for developmental disability services continues to grow, the wait is over for some of the people who have been on it the longest.

About $15 million appropriated by the Nebraska Legislature in 2009 is benefiting 833 people, according to the state Department of Health and Human Services.

Services have been offered in three rounds: 163 people on the list since May 2004 accepted services in June 2009; 433 on the list since December 2006 accepted services in August 2009; and 237 on the list since December 2007 accepted services in March. About 660 people on the list who have been offered services since 2009 have declined them, were no longer interested or did not respond.

The figures were provided in a June 9 DHHS news release.

Tricia Mason, director of the department’s Division of Developmental Disabilities, said 567 of the 833 people are receiving services now, while the rest are working with service coordinators to determine the most appropriate services.

BARRIER REMOVAL GRANTS AVAILABLE FROM LEAGUE

Barrier Removal Grants are available to qualified renters or homeowners who experience a mobility limitation (or have someone in their family who does). 

The League offers the program in Lincoln and Lancaster County, Omaha and Council Bluffs. It is open to people with low to moderate incomes (based on HUD income guidelines) and who need funds to remove barriers in their homes.

Examples of modifications that may be considered eligible under the program include: outside ramps and lifts, grab bars, handrails, wider doorways, accessible tubs and showers, and reachable sinks and counters.

Applications for Barrier Removal Grants are available at:

Lincoln -- Lincoln Center for Independent Living; 1701 P St., Lincoln, NE  68508; Phone 402-441-7871

Omaha -- Omaha Center for Independent Living; 5513 Center St., Omaha, NE  68106; Phone 402- 595-1256

Council Bluffs -- SW Iowa Center for Independent Living; 1520 Avenue M, Council Bluffs, IA  51501; Phone 712-323-6863.

LHD MEMBERSHIP GROUP HONORS WOLLENS

Annual Picnic June 19

The League of Human Dignity Membership group held it’s annual picnic June 19, welcoming about 20 people to hamburgers, hotdogs and other goodies at the League offices in Lincoln.

The event originally was scheduled for Tierra Briarhurst Park in Lincoln but was moved due to the threat of inclement weather.

A highlight of the picnic was the presentation of a Lifetime Membership Award to John and Melissa Wollen, both active members of the group. Presented by Kathy Johnston, the award honors the Wollens for their years of active service to the group.

For 13 years, before joining the membership group, John was the League’s vehicle modification technician.

[NOTE: The story includes three photos. A large photo at the top of the page includes a man and woman holding a square plaque. A teenage boy is behin and between them, with his elbows on their shoulders. The caption reads, Melissa and John Wollen, with their son, Brandon, were presented a Lifetime Membership Award June 19. 

At the bottom of the page are two photos. The one in the left-hand corner shows a man working at a barbecue grill just outside a doorway and another man stands in the doorway, the caption reds, Jack Johnston mans the barbecue grill as John Wollen, left, provides moral support.

The right-hand photo shows people lined up, plates in hand, at a table full of food, with the caption, members and guests fill their plates and enjoy a variety of picnic fare, including hamburgers, hotdogs, salads, chips and more at the annual event.]

LEAGUE EMPLOYEES SAYING . . .

Hello:

Laura Powell, Services Coordinator, Scottsbluff.

Andy Bessinger, Services Coordinator, Lincoln.

Fred Reitz, Services Coordinator, Norfolk.

Sharon Runge, Services Coordinator, Lincoln.

Good-bye:

Elaine Pike, Services Coordinator, Lincoln

ADA CLASS, CELEBRATION IN NORFOLK

The League of Human Dignity sponsored a 20th Anniversary celebration of the Americans with Disabilities Act, along with ADA training in Norfolk July 7 and 8.

Ray Petty and Rich Sternadori of the Great Plains ADA Center in Columbia, MO, presented the workshop, which was geared toward people who work in the construction and renovation fields. There were 22 in attendance the first day of the workshop and 24 the second. An additional 15 people attended the ADA celebration, which was introduced by the League’s Systems Change Coordinator, Rich Skerbitz.

“It went really well,” said Jane Fink, Independent Living Coordinator at the Norfolk Center for Independent Living.

“People seemed to have felt that they gained information they hadn’t gotten before — especially apartment managers.”

The workshop and celebration were held at the Lifelong Learning Center at Northeast Community College in Norfolk.

ORGANIZERS, SPONSORS HELP MAKE GOLF EVENT A SUCCESS

The Norfolk CIL’s benefit golf event June 26 was a success, thanks to the efforts of its organizing committee, sponsors and others.

The event was organized by a committee made up of Warren Reimer, Dan Kirby, Ryan Vesely, David Henry, Jane Fink and Jean Kloppenborg.

Six teams competed, sponsored by The Granary, Brunswick State Bank, Santee Sioux Nation, Pete Hoskinson, Jane Fink and a team made up of former University of Nebraska football players. Huskers Matt Hoskinson, Tim Carpenter, Bill LaFleur and Joel Makovicka won the event and donated their winnings back to the League.

Event sponsors, including those who donated items for the silent and live auctions, were:

In the $1,000 to $500 category: Elkhorn Valley Bank, the Ernie Kloppenborg Family, Olson’s Pest Technicians, Warren Reimer and Subway.

$500 to $250: Brunswick State Bank, Cornhusker Auto Center, Dinkel Implement, Frontier Bank - Madison, Home Health Medical, Moody Motor - Niobrara, Homestead Land & Management Co., Pete Hoskinson, Overhead Door (K&S Door Co.), The Granary and the Santee Sioux Nation.

$250 and under: Andrew Van Lines, Brian Rech, DWB,  Gutshall Eye Care, HyVee, Prengers, Jay Knobbe Insurance Agency Inc., Mobile Computer Repair, Peetz Law P.C., Torpins Rodeo Market - O’Neill, Volkman’s Plumbing, Window World, Tristin Clyde, 1st State Bank, 3D Auto Body, Beeches, Burger King, Culvers, Dan Kirby, Doris Rohrer, National Champion Liquor, Eakes, Fred and JoAnn Barker, Golf USA, Great Western Bank - O’Neill, Jane Fink, Hastings Book Store, Heritage Express - Winnebago, Home Instead Senior Care, Jerry’s Hilltop, Budweiser, Johnney Dodge, Kevin Raemaekers, Foxy Cookies, Smokin’ Buddies, Lindsey Mfg., Max Fitness Gym, NAPA - Neligh, Neligh Public Library, TierOne, New Victorian Inn, Nucor Steel, Pat-A-Cake, Rags to Riches, Ponca Tribe of Nebraska, Christina Barker, Regency Portraits, Rock 94, Renegade Western, Riviera Raceway - Norfolk, Tony’s Steakhouse and Lounge, Supertel (Ramada/Hampton/Days/Sleep Inn), Norfolk CIL Staff, Nebraska Lottery, Braun’s Market - Atkinson, Vakoc, Rodeway Inn & Suites - Norfolk and Vital Care. Dee’s Delite catered the buffet dinner. Gary and Ryan Vesely conducted the live auction.

Thank you to Anne Kelly, volunteers, who helped with marketing, making cupcakes and serving the meal. Special thank you's go out to Pete Hoskinson as well as Eldorado Hills Golf Club. 

NORFOLK GOLF PICTURE PAGE

[NOTE: Page 7 is a picture page devoted to the Norfolk Benefit Golf Event. At the top of the page, under the headline A DAY AT THE CLUB FOR NORFOLK CIL, is a large photo of two men in a golf cart. The man closest to the camera is waving and the man driving the cart is giving a thumbs-up. The line under the photo reads, Tim Carpenter and former Husker teammate Matt Hoskinson indicate their readiness to begin golfing.

The photo in the bottom left-hand corner is of one man putting while three others look on

The photo caption reads, Dave Henry, Henry Redwing, Ken Derby and Jon Johnson shot a 63 to finish second.

Two photos fill the bottom right-hand corner. The photo above shows four people seated around a table and the caption reads, League CEO Mike Schafer, Norfolk CIL Independent Living Coordinator Jane Fink, Pete Hoskinson, father of former Husker Matt Hoskinson, and Norfolk CIL Director Jean Kloppenborg relax in the clubhouse following the golfing.

The bottom photo is an auctioneer and his assistant, who holds a framed picture. The caption reads, Gary Vesely, left, conducts the live auction with the help of his son, Ryan, right.

SWI LEARN TO LIVE WELL AD

[A half-page ad on page 8 features a photo of a man in a wheelchair and his son, seated outdoors at a table, eating lunch, smiling. Baseball gloves and a baseball are on the table. Above the picture are the words: Learn To Live Well With a Disability. Below the picture are the words: Advocacy - Eat Healthy – Physical Activity – Seeking Information – Managing Depression – Healthy Reactions – Communications – Much More. The healthier you are, the more you can do.

Living Well With a Disability Training includes eight two-and-a-half-hour classes, from 2 to 4:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays, Aug. 10, 12, 17, 19, 24, 26, 31 and Sept. 2, 2010, at the SW Iowa Center for Independent Living. The sessions are free of charge. An orientation for this class is 2 to 3 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 5.

To register, or for more information, contact the League of Human Dignity’s SW Iowa Center for Independent Living, 1520 Avenue M, Council Bluffs, IA 51501; Phone 712-323-6863 V/TDD; e-mail cinfo@leagueofhumandignity.com or cengland@leagueofhumandignity.com.]

BSDC RECERTIFICATION MAY BE IN SIGHT, STATE OFFICIALS SAY
Nebraska Health and Human Services officials said recently the Beatrice State Developmental Center is progressing toward federal Medicaid recertification.

The assessment is based on two reviews of BSDC’s compliance with federal regulations and agreements. BSDC lost federal certification — and $25 million in federal funding — last year after repeated violations.

In late May, California-based consultants H&W Independent Solutions surveyed the center to gauge readiness for recertification. While there still is work to be done, Center CEO Dan Howell said H&W “concluded that recertification is achievable within the next year.”

H&W noted that progress continues to be made in some of the “more challenging” compliance areas, Howell said. Other areas identified as needing improvement could be corrected easily, he said.

Early in June the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services received a quarterly compliance report on the state’s settlement agreement with the U.S. Department of Justice. The 130-page report was issued by independent expert Maria Laurence following an on-site review in March.

The state and the DOJ reached the agreement in 2008 as a way to avoid a federal lawsuit over care at the center. 

Laurence recognized positive practices in place, areas in the initial stages of development and areas where improvement still is needed. The report provides a “road map” to reaching the settlement’s outcomes,  said Jodi Fenner, Director of the HHS Division of Developmental Disabilities.

There currently are 174 residents at the center, which serves people with developmental and physical disabilities.

LEAGUE DONORS

June 4, 2010, Through July 8, 2010

Builder ($500 and up): Elkhorn Valley Bank; Brunswick State Bank; Santee Sioux Nation.

Supporter ($250 to $499): Frontier Bank; Cornhusker Auto Center; Eileen K. Dendinger; Homestead Land & Management Co.; The Granary

Century ($100 to $249): Peetz Law P.C.; Marvin Rhodes.

Believer ($50 to $99): Gutshall Eye Care; Brian Rech.

Other: DWB Incorporated; Jay Knobbe Insurance Agency Inc.; Lonnie Mueller

In Memory of Robert Carroll: Thomas Carroll; Mike McColley.

OMAHA, SOUTHWEST IOWA CILS ORGANIZING ADA WORKSHOP

The League’s Omaha and Southwest Iowa Centers for Independent Living are organizing a September workshop covering employment and accessible design guidelines in the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Included on the agenda is an explanation of the 2004 Americans with Disabilities Act and Architectural Barriers Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG.ABAAG). This  program should be of special interest to even the most well-informed in the governmental, design, codes and accessible-design communities. The guidelines were set to become the enforceable standard on July 26.

Workshop presenters are Richard D. Sternadori and Amy Desenberg-Wines.

Sternadori is Nebraska Coordinator at the Great Plains ADA Center in Columbia, MO. He studied in the architectural and urban design program at the University of Kansas and served on the Kansas State Board of Architects/Engineers and as chief building official and zoning administrator in several Kansas and Missouri cities.

Desenberg-Wines is the center’s Iowa State Program Coordinator. She also is a self-employed consultant. She has a master's degree in vocational rehabilitation, job development and placement, and has worked in the area of disability for over 25 years.

The workshop is Friday, Sept. 17, in the Omaha-Council Bluffs area, at a site to be determined. Keep an eye on the League’s Web site, www.leagueofhumandignity.com, for more details.

FONTENELLE OFFERS SPECIAL GREAT BUG ADVENTURE INVITE

Free Admission to Bellevue Exhibit for People With Disabilities

The Fontenelle Nature Association in Bellevue, NE, is providing free admission to its Great Bug Adventure for people with disabilities and their caretakers and families.

The association is making the offer through the generosity of the William R. Patrick Foundation.

The Great Bug Adventure is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., with hour extended on Thursdays to 8 p.m., through Oct. 3. It offers educational opportunities for adults and children of all ages, featuring “bug-dacious” activities, interactive exhibits and 11 larger-than-life insect sculptures — including ants that are 25 feet long, a spider web 15-feet wide, a 150-pound ladybug and a dragonfly with a 17-foot wingspan.

The insect sculptures are fabricated entirely from wood and are part of a nationally renowned exhibit of David Rogers' Big Bugs. 

The ADA-compliant facility features a mile-ling barrier-free, wheelchair accessible boardwalk and Acorn Acres play area for children of all physical abilities.

Admission normally is $7 per person. For free admission to the exhibit, present the accompanying voucher at the Fontenelle Forest Nature Center’s Visitor Services Desk. One person who has a disability and up to five companions, including caretakers family members, will be admitted per voucher.

The Nature Center is located at 1111 North Bellevue Blvd., in Bellevue. For more information, call 402-731-3140 or go online to www.fontenelleforest.org.

(NOTE: In the print edition, this article is accompanied by a clip-out voucher for free admission to the exhibit)

MADONNA ADAPTIVE SPORTS & RECREATION PROGRAM

Madonna’s Adaptive Sports and Recreation program offers opportunities for people with activity limitations to participate in a new sport or get back into the one they once enjoyed.

The program provides open practice times on a monthly basis and workshops periodically.

For more information on upcoming activities or to be on the sports and recreation mailing list, go to www.Madonna.org, click “news/events” and then “events calendar. Or contact Ian Thompson at 402-486-7766 or send e-mails to ithompson@madonna.org.

HEALTH OBSERVANCES

August

Cataract Awareness Month; American Academy of Ophthalmology

Children's Eye Health and Safety Month; Blindness America

National Immunization Awareness Month; National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Psoriasis Awareness Month; National Psoriasis Foundation

Spinal Muscular Atrophy Awareness Month; Families of Spinal Muscular Atrophy

Aug. 8 through 14 is National Assictance Dog Week; www.assistancedogweek.org/

Aug. 8 through 14 is National Health Center Week; Association of Community Health Centers

September

Childhood Cancer Month; Candlelighters Childhood Cancer Foundation

Leukemia & Lymphoma Awareness Month; Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

National Cholesterol Education Month; National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute Health Information Center

National Sickle Cell Month; Sickle Cell Disease Association of America, Inc.

Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month; National Ovarian Cancer Coalition

Prostate Cancer Awareness Month; Zero - The Project to End Prostate Cancer

Reye's Syndrome Awareness Month; National Reye's Syndrome Foundation

Sept. 19 - 25 is National Rehabilitation Awareness Celebration; National Rehabilitation Awareness Foundation

Sept. 13 is National Celiac Disease Awareness Day; Celiac Sprue Association

Sept. 21 is World Alzheimer's Day; Alzheimer's Disease International

Sept. 26 is National Mesothelioma Awareness Day; Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation

Sept. 29 is National Women's Health & Fitness Day; Health Information Resource Center

Sept. 30 is World Heart Day; World Heart Federation

Source: 2010 National Health Observances, National Health Information Center, Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, DC.

MEMORY WALKS BENEFIT ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION

The Alzheimer’s Association is sponsoring its annual Memory Walks in communities across the country this fall.

Memory walk is the association’s signature fund-raising event. Proceeds go to education and support for people with alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia, according to the organization’s Web site, as well as for research.

Walks are scheduled throughout Nebraska and Iowa during September, including:

Sept. 9 in Kearney at Yanney Heritage Park. Register at 5:30 p.m., one-mile walk starts at 6 p.m.

Sept. 11 in Council Bluffs, IA, at the MidAmerica Center, 1 Arena Way. The event begins at 9 a.m.

Sept. 19 in Lincoln, at the Village Gardens, 56th and Pine Lake Rd. Register at 1 p.m., walk begins at 2 p.m., one- and two-mile walks.

Sept. 23 in North Platte, at Cody Park. One-mile walk begins at 1 p.m.

Sept. 26 in Norfolk, at Skyview Lake. Registration at 5 p.m., one-mile walk starts at 5:30 p.m.

Sept. 26 in Omaha, at Wehrspann Lake in the Chalco Hills Recreation Area, 8901 S. 154th St. The event starts at noon with 2-, 4- and 6-mile walks.

Sept. 25 in Scottsbluff, at the YMCA Pavilion. Registration at 10 a.m., one-mile walk at 11 a.m.

Walks also are scheduled in Beatrice, Broken Bow, Columbus, Dawson County, Fairbury, Fremont, Grand Island, Hastings, McCook and Sidney.

For more information, call the Great Plains Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association, which has information about walks in Nebraska and Wyoming, at 402-420-2540. Or go online to www.alz.org/greatplains. Call the Midlands Chapter for information about walks in Nebraska and Iowa, at 402-502-4301. Or go online to www.alz.org/midlands.

ADVOCACY ORGANIZATION SUPPORTS KAGAN FOR COURT

At least one national advocacy organization supports Supreme Court nominee Elena Kagan.

The Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law, a legal-advocacy organization that represents people with mental disabilities, announced its support for Kagan in a July 6 news release.

Kagan was associate White House Counsel and later an aide to Pres. Bill Clinton. She went on to become a University of Chicago Law School Professor then Dean of the Harvard Law School. Currently, she is Solicitor General of the United States. Pres. Barack Obama nominated her in May to replace retiring Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens.

Since she has no background as a judge, so no judicial record to review, disability rights advocates, among others, have wondered where Kagan stands on disability rights issues. But statements she made at her confirmation hearing in late June were enough to convince Bazelon Center Executive Director Robert Bernstein that Kagan would make a good justice.

“Based on her articulate and thoughtful answers to tough questions at her confirmation hearing, we think Elena Kagan will be a strong leader in advancing disability rights on the Court,” Bernstein said.

“We are particularly heartened by General Kagan’s repeated emphasis on how courts should pay great deference to Congress’s role and intent in enacting civil rights statutes,” added Bernstein. “In its bipartisan enactment of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and its recent amendments, Congress clearly stated that the ADA should have a broad remedial effect. We believe that Justice Kagan will respect Congress’s intent that all people with disabilities should be protected from discrimination.”

Kagan is Obama’s second Supreme Court nominee. Last year Judge Sonia Sotomayor was confirmed, replacing retired Justice David Souter. If Kagan is confirmed, three women will serve as justices for the first time in the court’s history.

As of press time, the next step in Kagan’s confirmation process is a vote by the Senate Juduciary Committee to send her nomination to the full Senate for a final vote, possibly before the Senate’s August break. The court’s 2010-2011 term begins Oct. 4.

SEN. HARKIN’S STAFF TOURS IOWA, COLLECTS STORIES ABOUT THE ADA

Iowa Sen. Tom Harkin’s staff toured all 99 Iowa counties in June and July, collecting stories about the effect of the Americans with Disabilities Act on the lives of citizens.

“When the ADA was signed into law, we imagined the profound changes this legislation would have on the world.  Now, 20 years later, we see the tremendous progress that has been made because of this effort,” Harkin said in a June 28 news release. 

The senator, who wrote and was chief sponsor of the ADA, said he hopes to showcase some of the collected stories online and on the Senate floor.

WHERE TO FIND US

LINCOLN Center for Independent Living

& Mobility Options

1701 P Street 

Lincoln, NE  68508

402-441-7871

OMAHA Center for Independent Living

& Mobility Options

5513 Center Street

Omaha, NE  68106

402-595-1256 

NORFOLK Center for Independent Living

400 Elm Avenue

Norfolk, NE  68701

402-371-4475

SW IOWA Center for Independent Living

1520 Avenue M

Council Bluffs, IA  51501

712-323-6863

PANHANDLE Medicaid Waiver Office

17 E 21 St. #2

Scottsbluff, NE  69361

308-632-0470

KEARNEY Medicaid Waiver Office

3811 W. 29th  Avenue, Suite 2

Kearney Nebraska 68845

308-224-3665

NORTH PLATTE  Medicaid Waiver Office

2509 Halligan Dr.

North Platte, NE  69101

308-532-4911

www.leagueofhumandignity.com

www.mobility-options.com

In June, the U.S. unemployment rate for people with disabilities was 14.4%, compared with 9.4% for people with no disability.

“Talent Has No Boundaries: Workforce Diversity INCLUDES Workers With Disabilities”

October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month

CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale: Bruno Scooter, four wheels with basket, asking $1,000; Quickie Electric Wheelchair, $700. Both items negotiable. Call 308-627-0020 (Kearney).

For Sale: Invacare Electric Hospital Bed, extra long, like new. Call Linda at 402-483-0340 (Lincoln).

For Sale: Invacare Electric Wheelchair, Pronto M91 base with Surestep — Mint condition. Call 402-659-2186 (Omaha).

For Sale: One Hoveround MPV-4 rebuilt completely Jan. 2010. One Invacare Pronto M51 Sure Step, excellent shape. Both have new batteries. For info, call Joe, 402-489-9127 (Lincoln).

LEAGUE OF HUMAN DIGNITY SWEATSHIRTS NOW ON SALE

Available For a Limited Time Only

At the League’s Lincoln Center for Independent Living, 1701 P St. Lincoln, NE

Sizes: Small/Medium/ Large/XL
$24.50

XXL
25.75

XXXL
27.00

XXXXL
29.00

THE LEAGUE OF HUMAN DIGNITY BUILDING CORP.

Is now taking applications for:

A one-bedroom, wheelchair accessible apartment with roll-in shower in Norfolk.

This unit comes with a Section 8 certificate and rent is based upon income. Eligible persons must qualify under income guidelines established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

Applicants must experience a disability to qualify.

Contact Paula Shufeldt at 1-888-508-4758 voice/TDD or e-mail pshufeldt@leagueofhumandignity.com

(NOTE: The Fair Housing logo accompanies this ad)

LEAGUE’S CENTERS OFFER SERVICES FOR INDEPENDENCE

The League of Human Dignity’s Centers for Independent Living provide services that people with disabilities need to achieve and maintain their independent lifestyles.

 Services include but are not limited to:

* Information and referral

* Independent living skills training

* Individual and systems advocacy

* Personal Assistant hiring and management

* Peer counseling and support

* Barrier removal grants

* Equipment sales and service through Mobility 
Options, a League subsidiary.

Call the League at 402-441-7871, drop by our offices at 1701 P Street in Lincoln from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, or contact any of our four centers for Independent Living — see page 11 for details. The League, through our CILs and Medicaid Waiver offices, now serves all 93 Nebraska counties and Southwest Iowa.

[NOTE: The top of page 16 is reserved for mailing label and addressing information. The bottom half of the page is a boxed advertisement for Mobility options

The headline at the top of the ad reads, “National Wheel O Vator Vertical Platform Lifts.” At left is a photo showing a man in a wheelchair and a woman standing behind him. Both are on a vertical lift, smiling, looking at the camera. The text of the ad reads:

In-stock, just visit us at 1720 O Street in Lincoln. 

Helps you maintain your independence

A safe, economical and effective way of overcoming architectural barriers

Give us a call at (402) 441-7871 for more info on this great product!

Mobility Options

Knowledge.  Innovation.  Independence.

402-441-7871 (V/TDD)

www.mobilityoptions.com

1720 O Street, Lincoln]

