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ON THE LEVEL is the bimonthly newsletter of the League of Human Dignity, Inc.

The League of Human Dignity is a consumer based nonprofit organization, whose purpose is to promote the full integration of persons with disabilities into society.  To this end, we will advocate their needs and rights, while providing quality service to assist them in becoming and remaining independent citizens.

Established in 1971, the League now serves consumers in 62 counties throughout Nebraska and Southwest Iowa through our Centers for Independent Living in Lincoln, Norfolk, Omaha, and Council Bluffs; our Panhandle Medicaid Waiver Office in Scottsbluff; and our Mobility Options shop in Lincoln.

ON THE LEVEL is available in Braille and on audiocassette. To request these formats, contact the Public Information Office in Lincoln, or the League of Human Dignity in your area.

To update support group listings; place classified ads for accessible equipment or supplies; or to provide news items and other related information contact: Editor, ON THE LEVEL, League of Human Dignity, 1701 P Street, Lincoln, NE 68508; 402-441-7871 Voice/TDD; FAX: 402-441-7650; or janderson@leagueofhumandignity.com.

COMMUNITY CHOICE ACT BACK BEFORE CONGRESS

(This story begins on page 1, on the left side of the page, just under the On The Level nameplate. The story is accompanied by two small head and shoulders photos, one of Sen. Tom Harkin and one of Rep. Danny Davis)

The Community Choice Act of 2009 was introduced in the U.S. Congress March 24, in both the House of Representatives and Senate.

The act would amend Title XIX of the Social Security Act to provide equal access to community-based services for Americans with disabilities and older Americans who need an institutional level of care services.

Currently, States must provide institutional care — such as nursing homes. While many states also offer community-based alternatives, only about a third of Medicaid dollars are set aside to pay for them. The Community Choice Act would give consumers an equal choice.

“The legislation sends a message to the rest of Congress and to America: We want real homes, not nursing homes,” said Iowa Sen. Tom Harkin in announcing the bill. “Our current system effectively forces people into institutions and requires them to impoverish themselves in order to become eligible for the assistance they need. It is wrong — and this legislation changes it.”

Harkin introduced S 683 in the Senate. As of mid-May, it had 22 co-sponsors. The bill has been assigned to the Committee on Finance.

Rep. Danny Davis of Illinois introduced HR 1670 in the House. It has 81 co-sponsors. It has been assigned to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

“Without any new entitlements, The Community Choice Act will allow the dollars to follow the person, and allow individuals, or their representatives, to choose where and how to best receive services and supports,” Rep. Davis said.

The legislation, originally called the Medicaid Community Attendant Services Act (MiCASA) has a long history of bi-partisan support on the one hand and frustration at its inability to become law on the other. It was first introduced in 1997 by then-House Speaker Newt Gingerich. Despite its 72 co-sponsors, the act died in session.

It was resurrected by Sen. Harkin and Sen Arlen Specter in 1999 as MiCASSA. The extra “S” in the title stood for “Supports.” But It had little support in Congress due to a number of issues, including what supporters say was a greatly inflated estimate of its cost.

The act was reintroduced in 2000 and just about every session since. In 2007 its name was changed to the Community Choice Act.

A 2007 report by one of the country’s foremost disability researchers, Dr. Mitch LaPlante of the University of California at San Francisco, said the cost of the legislation would be $1.5 billion to $3.7 billion per year. That’s a tenth of the cost previously reported by the Congressional Budget Office for MiCASA.

During their time in the Senate, both President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden were co-sponsors of the legislation. Obama expressed strong support for it during his presidential campaign, gaining much support from disability activists and organizations.

On April 27 and 28, demonstrators from around the country, many of whom were members of ADAPT, the organization instrumental in writing the original MiCASA legislation, at the White House and Capitol. They demanded that the president and Congress make the legislation part of a health care reform package.

The demonstrators, estimated in news reports at 400, most in wheelchairs, charged that the president has failed to take a leadership role on the issue, as he promised during his campaign. Instead, they charged, he is pursuing a business as usual policy.

About 90 protesters were arrested outside the White House, many of whom had chained themselves to the White House fence, and about 100 were arrested outside the Capitol.

THE STARS COME OUT

(On the top right side of the front page, just under the On The Level nameplate is a photo in a box, showing two men standing at a podium. The man on the left is holding a microphone and reading from a piece of paper:)

KETV’s John Oakey, left, and League of Human Dignity CEO Mike Schafer award door prizes during the April 17 Stars & Strides Benefit Auction in Omaha. Oakey was Master of Ceremonies for the annual event. For more, see pages 4 and 5.

IN THIS ISSUE

(Below the boxed photo on the right side of the front page is a table of contents listing five items:)

Stars & Strides 2009, pages 4 and 5.

Cruise to Benefit LHD, page 6

NE Towns Putting Funds Into ADA Compliance, page 8

Support Groups, Associations, page 12

Classifieds, page 15

C.E.O.’S NOTE

It recently dawned on me that most readers probably don’t know  how many people who experience disability are actually receiving services from the League, and what services consumers are receiving. In the next several issues of On The Level,  I will provide a few more details about the League’s Programs and Services, and the number of people being served by our various programs.

During any given month over 1,700 people are receiving services from the League of Human Dignity.

The League’s Barrier Removal Grant Programs are located in our Lincoln, Omaha, and Southwest Iowa Centers for Independent Living. The Barrier Removal Grant Programs provide grants of up to $5,000.00 per consumer,  to be used to make consumers’ homes accessible. Eligible applicants must be low to moderate income, have a disability, and need accessibility modifications in their home. Funds are available to modify either owned or rented housing.

After consumers are determined to be eligible, League staff work with consumers to conduct an assessment of consumers’ accessibility needs, develop goals to remove access barriers, draw plans and develop construction specifications, and let bids for proposed projects on a sealed competitive bid basis. The lowest responsible bidder is awarded the contract for construction.

League Staff monitor construction progress to assure that projects are built to prescribed specifications, and that the work meets League quality standards. After consumers, codes officials, and League Staff approve completed projects, contractors are paid for their work.

Primary funding for the League’s Barrier Removal Programs comes from the cities of Lincoln, Omaha, and Council Bluffs Community Development Block Grant Programs. Additional funding comes from Lancaster County, United Way of Lincoln-Lancaster County,  The Enrichment Foundation, and the Iowa West Foundation.

Because most Barrier Removal Grant Program projects exceed the $5,000 grant limit, League staff often work with the Nebraska Assistive Technology Partnership to leverage additional funds to cover the cost of the projects.  

League Barrier Removal Programs complete an average of 30-35 projects each year. In addition to assistive specific consumers to become more independent, Barrier Removal Grant projects also serve to increase the accessible housing stock in the League’s service area.

Mike Schafer, League CEO

PLANNING CONTINUES FOR NORFOLK ADA CELEBRATION

(This story is in a box at the bottom of page 3, accompanied by an illustration of President George H.W. Bush signing the ADA. In the upper left corner of the illustration is the acronym ADA and 1990-2009)

Norfolk will celebrate the anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act on Thursday, July 23, at Northeast Community College.

That’s the consensus of committee members organizing the event. The committee held its second meeting April 6. Ten people, representing six organizations took part in the meeting. The committee’s next meeting was set for May 4 at the Norfolk Public Library.

July 26, a Sunday, marks the 19th anniversary of President George H.W. Bush signing into law the historic civil rights legislation.

The celebration, tentatively two to three hours in length, will be organized to include a combination of exhibitors and speakers. 

For more information, check the events section of the League of Human Dignity Web site at www.leagueofhumandignity.com or contact the League’s Norfolk Center for Independent Living at 402-371-4475.

STARS & STRIDES ’09 A SUCCESS

NINTH ANNUAL AUCTION BENEFITS LEAGUE”S OMAHA, SWI CENTERS FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING

(Pages 4 and 5 include a story on the left half of page 4, with the remainder of the two pages taken up by photos.)

This year’s League of Human Dignity ninth annual Stars & Strides benefit auction went off without a hitch Friday, April 17.

“I think things went great,” said Carrie England, Director of the League’s Southwest Iowa Center for Independent Living in Council Bluffs.

“I think everyone really enjoyed themselves. And I wouldn’t say attendance was down significantly, considering the move and the state of the economy.”

The event, held in Council Bluffs for the past eight years, this year moved to the Silver Suites at the beautiful DC Centre in Omaha. The evening included a buffet dinner, three silent auctions, raffles and a live auction. There were 95 people in attendance, out of 101 tickets sold. Patrons went home with more than 130 items, not counting door prizes.

“I thought it was a great time,” said Bob Gomez, Director of the Omaha CIL. ”And I heard that same thing from a lot of people. The venue was great and the feedback I received was that the food was very good. All in all I was pleased.”

England said organizers do not yet have a final tally of money raised.

The League thanks John Oakey of Omaha’s KETV News Watch 7, master of ceremonies for the event, and Shayne Fili and her crew from Auction Solutions in Omaha, who managed the live auction.

The League also thanks the six corporate table sponsors for the night, including AFSCME Local 2991, Black Hills Energy, Immanuel Lifeline, Jenco Construction, Lozier Corporation and Underwood Construction.

This year’s auction planning committee was made up of Jason Velinsky, Karen Goehring, Donna Crum, Kathy Hoell and Shirley Thomsen.

Stars & Strides is the main fund-raising event of the year for the League’s Southwest Iowa and Omaha centers. Proceeds from the evening will help the centers fulfill their mission — to provide a variety services to help people with disabilities live independently.

PHOTOS

Three photos take up the right side of page 4.

(In the top photo a man speaks into a microphone. To his right stands a woman and on the far right is a League of Human Dignity display) Omaha CIL Director Bob Gomez speaks on the League’s history. Also shown is Services Coordinator Anne Young.

(In the center photo a man and woman are at a podium. The man is pointing outward as the woman speaks into a hand-held microphone) Master of Ceremonies, KETV’s  John Oakey points to the live auction table as Actioneer Shayne Fili gets the live auction under way.

(In the bottom photo, two men at the head of a buffet line fill their plates with food) Auction patrons began the evening with a delicious buffet dinner.

Five photos fill page 5.

(In the top left photo a woman holding a tray of small balloons stands next to a round table at which two men and two women are seated) Southwest Iowa CIL Director Carrie England sells balloons for the night’s balloon raffle.

(In the top right photo, two men stand in front of a square table behind which two women are seated) Balloon purchasers get their prizes from Jennifer Gutierrez and Joan Bonea.

(In a small photo in the center of the page a man stands looking over a table full of auction items. Behind him are others also looking at the table) Patrons check out the Red Silent Auction Table.

(The middle right photo shows a man and two women leaning over another auction table, writing on small cards) Making those last-minute silent bids.

(A large photo filling the bottom half of the page shows a man standing at a round table reaching into a basket he is holding. Around the table sit a man and two women. A small child sits on the table in front of the seated man. The background is a large room filled with people seated at tables) Auction Committee Member Jason Velinsky sells a cash raffle ticket.

IIDA OMAHA EVENT WILL BENEFIT LEAGUE

(This story and an illustration of the event flyer above it fill the left half of page 6. The illustration includes a ship’s life preserver, a stylized representationof the Omaha skyline, and the words Cruise for a Cause, Save the Date, 08-27-09)

The Omaha Chapter of the International Interior Design Association (IIDA) is making preparations for its second b-annual Cruise for a Cause benefit.

Proceeds from the event will support the association’s Omaha chapter as well as the Omaha area League of Human Dignity and the Interior Design Coalition of Nebraska. The event will be similar to a 2007 benefit for the Omaha Area Habitat for Humanity.

The event is set for Thursday night, Aug. 27, 2009.  The evening will include a casual reception and silent auction on Miller’s Landing, a riverboat cruise aboard the River City Star on the Missouri River, live music, hors d’oeuvres, cocktails and a chance to enjoy the company of friends and community members.

Miller’s Landing Park is located at 151 Freedom Park Rd., along the Missouri River in Omaha’s North Downtown area.

The event is scheduled to begin at 5:30 p.m. with check-in, reception and silent auction on Miller’s Landing. Patrons will board the River City Star at 7:45 and the cruise will run from 8 to 9 p.m.

Tickets are on sale now. Tickets are $50 if purchased before Aug. 15 or $55 if purchased after. For purchases of six or more tickets, the cost is $45 each.

To order tickets, or for more information, contact Jennifer Shoemaker, BCDM, 1015 N. 98th St., Suite 300, Omaha, NE 68114, call 402-384-6421 or e-mail jshoemaker@bcdm.net.

IIDA is a professional networking and educational association of 12,000 interior designers, allied professionals, and students worldwide. The Omaha chapter has been hosting tours, continuing-educational opportunities, and events for the design community since 2001. For the past several years, the association has made it a priority to become involved in community service and raise money for local charities.

Mark your calendars and plan to attend the event, which will offer a fun, relaxed evening enjoying the great views along the river — as well as the chance to support independent living for people with disabilities.

WHERE TO FIND US

(This information is in a box at top right of page 6)

LINCOLN

Center for Independent Living & Mobility Options

1701 P Street 

Lincoln, NE  68508

(402) 441-7871

OMAHA

Center for Independent Living & Mobility Options

5513 Center Street

Omaha, NE  68106

(402) 595-1256 

SOUTHWEST IOWA

Center for Independent Living

1520 Avenue M

Council Bluffs, IA  51501

(712) 323-6863

PANHANDLE

Medicaid Waiver Office

17 E 21 St. #2

Scottsbluff, NE  69361

(308) 632-0470

NORFOLK 

Center for Independent Living

400 Elm Avenue

Norfolk, NE  68701

(402) 371-4475

LEAGUE DONORS

(This list is in a box across the bottom of page six)

March 16 through May 5, 2009

Builder ($500+): Jerry Underwood; Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska

Supporter ($250 to $499): AFSCME; Steve Underwood; Black Hills Energy 

Century ($100 to $249): Lyle Hart; Home Instead Senior Care; Stanley Works; J. Gates Minnick

Believer ($50 to $99): Judith Pittack; James Peters; Aaron Jensen

In Memory of Bryce Walin: Paul Dinges, Frank Sobotka

Other: John Werner

SERVICES COORDINATOR TRAINING

RESPONSE TO INTENSIVE TWO-AND-A-HALF DAY SESSION CALLED ‘EXCELLENT’

(At the top of the page, above the story,  is a large photo showing part of a large table and 12 people seated around it) League Education and Quality Assurance Manager Linda Sand (center, rear) addresses a group of service coordinators, staffers who deal with Medicaid Waiver issues, during an intensive two-and-a-half day training session April 21 through 23. The training was held at the Lincoln Center for Independent Living. About half the League’s service coordinators, from Lincoln, Norfolk, Omaha and Scottsbluff, attended the session. A second session was planned for May.

Fourteen of the League’s services coordinators, staff who work with Medicaid Waiver issues, underwent an intensive two-and-a-half day training session April 21 through 23.

The training was held at the Lincoln Center for Independent Living and included coordinators from Lincoln, Norfolk, Omaha and Scottsbluff.

Led by League Education and Quality Assurance Manager Linda Sand, the session provided comprehensive, hands-on instruction. The training augments a more academic-philosophical program and one-on-one supervisor coaching, provided at the League’s centers.

“This was hands-on,” Sand said. “It was specific — this is how we do it and why. It was intensive. It was long days. But the response was excellent. They were a fun group to work with.”

The trainees made up about half of the League’s service coordinators. A session was held in mid-May for the other half.

BARRIER REMOVAL GRANTS AVAILABLE FROM LEAGUE

(This story is in a box at the bottom of page 7 and includes an inset of the League logo.)

Barrier Removal Grants are available to qualified renters or homeowners who experience a mobility limitation (or have someone in their family who does). 

The program is offered in Lincoln/Lancaster County, Omaha and Council Bluffs, and is open to people with low to moderate incomes (based on HUD income guidelines) and who need funds to remove barriers in their homes.

Examples of modifications that may be considered eligible under the program include: outside ramps and lifts, grab bars, handrails, wider doorways, accessible tubs and showers, and reachable sinks and counters.

Applications for Barrier Removal Grants are available at:

Lincoln Center for Independent Living, 1701 P St., Lincoln, NE  68508; Phone 402-441-7871.

Omaha Center for Independent Living, 5513 Center St., Omaha, NE  68106; Phone 402- 595-1256.

Southwest Iowa Center for Independent Living, 1520 Avenue M, Council Bluffs, IA  51501; Phone 712-323-6863.

EVENTS SET FOR NATIONAL CANCER SURVIVORS DAY

(This story takes up most of the left half of page 8 and includes an inset of the National Cancer Survivors Day logo, which included the outline of a dancing man with his arms spread wide)

Events have been scheduled in Omaha and Lincoln in observance of the 22nd annual National Cancer Survivors Day Sunday, June 7.

The day is an annual, worldwide celebration of life, says the National Cancer Survivors Day Foundation. Events are held in hundreds of communities throughout the United States, Canada, and other participating countries. Participants unite in a symbolic event to show the world that life after a cancer diagnosis can be a reality.

The day is traditionally observed on the first Sunday in June in most places, although this is not always possible due to scheduling conflicts and time differences. The celebration in Lincoln is set for Sunday, June 14.

Omaha’s annual celebration is 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. June 7 at Richard and Annette Bloch Cancer Survivors Park, 105th Street and Pacific Avenue. About a dozen organizations will be there as vendors, giving out cancer-related information.  There will be face painters, clowns, balloon animals and hot dogs. Three people also will receive Spirit of Survivorship Awards.

The Lincoln event is 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Lincoln Children’s Zoo. It includes a speaker and admission is free of charge.

The National Cancer Survivors Day Foundation defines a “survivor” as anyone living with a history of cancer – from the moment of diagnosis through the remainder of life. National Cancer Survivors Day affords communities an opportunity to demonstrate that they have active, productive cancer survivor populations.

LEAGUE OF HUMAN DIGNITY EMPLOYEES SAYING . . .

Goodbye:

Chris O’Hanlon, CIL Director, Norfolk (Chris is the new Executive Director of the North Carolina Statewide Independent Living Council).

Hello:

Sandie Caldwell, Administrative Assistant, Lincoln

Cheryl Fischer, Secretary, Lincoln

ONE IN FIVE ADULTS REPORT EXPERIENCING A DISABILITY

(This story, in a box, appears in the upper right of page 8)

The number of American adults with disabilities increased by 3.4 million from 1999 to 2005, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

A report published in the May 1 issue of the agency’s “Morbidity & Mortality Weekly Report,” says one in five U.S. adults — 47.5 million or 21.8 percent — report a disability. The three most commonly reported are arthritis/rheumatism, back/spine problems and heart trouble.

The number of adults reporting disabilities grew primarily due to the aging of the Baby Boomer Generation, people born between 1946 and 1964, the report said, while the percentage remained unchanged at 22 percent. The number of adults reporting disabilities will increase substantially once Baby Boomers enter the 65-plus age group, the report said.

REVITALIZATION PROJECTS INCLUDE ADA COMPLIANCE

(This story is in the lower right of page 8)

Five Nebraska towns are getting a total of $1.25 million in Phase II development funds for downtown revitalization projects, the state’s Department of Economic Development announced  April 6.

The money will pay for projects to help bring three of the towns into compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Cozad, Gothenburg, Nebraska City, Sidney and Wayne each will receive $250,000 in Community Development Block Grants from the department’s Economic Development Category. Each town received $30,000 grants last year to plan the projects.

Cozad, Gothenburg and Wayne plan projects aimed at bringing infrastructure into compliance with the ADA. Work in Wayne will include  physical improvements that will give people with disabilities access to several downtown buildings.

“We’ve retained $144,000 for ADA accessibility issues,” said Main Street Wayne Manager Wes Blecke.

Main Street Wayne is a project aimed at revitalizing a three-by-eight-block section of the northeast Nebraska town’s downtown, currently designated as blighted and substandard, Blecke said.

Work will include ramps at several businesses currently accessible only by stairs. The remaining funds will go toward building facade improvements.

The ADA compliance work in Wayne will be fully funded — no local matching funds required — Blecke said.

LINCOLN PAINT-A-THON VOLUNTEERS SEEK HOMES FOR 19TH ANNUAL EVENT

(This story is in the upper left of page 9. It includes an inset of the Paint-A-Thon Logo, which shows a spilled paint bucket and paintbrush and the words 18th Annual Lincoln Paint-A-Thon August 8, 2009)

Lincoln Paint-A-Thon volunteers are looking for houses to paint this August.

The service, in its 19th year, aims to paint the homes of Lincoln residents who are low income and who experience permanent disabilities or are age 60 or older, and to help restore pride in their homes and neighborhoods.

Those who may be eligible also must live in single family homes that they own or are buying, the houses must be in need of painting and the monthly household income from all residents is at or below 60 percent of the Median Household Income for Lancaster County ($2,315 for one person, $2,645 for two, $2,975 for three or $3,305 for four).

There is no charge for the painting.

For more information or for applications, call the Lincoln Action Program at 471-4515. Applications also are available at any US Bank in Lincoln. Applications are due June 5, 2009, and homes will be painted Aug. 8, 2009.

Volunteers for the corporate-sponsored Paint-A-Thon  already have painted 690 Lincoln homes. Last year, 900 volunteers painted 31 houses, using448 gallons of paint and 169 tubes of caulk.

ADAPTIVE SPORTS & REC PROGRAM AT MADONNA

(This story is at the bottom left of page 9. It includes an illustration of a man in a sports-type wheelchair, shown from behind)

The Madonna Adaptive Sports and Recreation program offers opportunities for individuals with activity limitations to participate in a new sport or get back into the one they enjoyed in the past.

The program provides open practice times on a monthly basis and workshops periodically. Instructions and adaptive equipment are available for each sport.

For more information on upcoming activities or to be put on the sports and recreation mailing list, contact Ian Thompson by phone at 402-486-8449 or by e-mail at ithompson@madonna.org.

YOU CAN ALSO ACCESS THIS NEWSLETTER ON OUR WEB SITE . . .

(This small ad in the top right of page 9 includes an illustration of three issues of On The Level)

http://www.leagueofhumandignity.com
(In the lower right-hand corner of page nine is a boxed advertisement for Mobility Options.)

At the bottom of the ad is a man in a wheelchair and a woman standing behind him. Both are on a vertical lift, smiling, looking at the camera. The text of the ad reads:

Mobility Options

Knowledge.  Innovation.  Independence.
National Wheel O Vator Vertical Platform Lifts

Give us a call at (402) 441-7871 for more info on this great product!

402-441-7871 (V/TDD)

www.mobilityoptions.com

1720 O Street, Lincoln

SERVE AMERICA ACT IS LAW WITHOUT FOXX AMENDMENT

(This story takes up the left half of page 10 and includes an inset of the U.S. Capitol dome)

President Barack Obama signed the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act into law on April 21.

The signature completed a little more than six-week process that at times had officials of many of the nation’s nonprofit organizations on the edge of their seats.

Among other things, the act reauthorizes the National and Community Service Act and Domestic Volunteer Service Act, including expanding participation in the AmeriCorps program from 75,000 to 250,000 people over the next five years.

But it’s what didn’t make it into the bill that has nonprofits breathing a sigh of relief.

The original version of the bill, as it passed the House of Representatives March 18, included an amendment that would have withheld funding from organizations that engage in several advocacy activities or that even have their offices on the same premises as organizations that do — activities that include lobbying, endorsing or supporting events that endorse legislation, selected nonpartisan voter activities, taking part in petition drives, protests, boycotts or strikes, abortions or referrals or influencing union organizing.

The amendment, attached to the bill by Republican Rep. Virginia Foxx of North Carolina, was aimed at the advocacy group ACORN, a favorite target of political conservatives.

The Foxx amendment was stripped from the legislation in the Senate, which also rejected a similar amendment proposed by South Carolina Republican Sen. Jim DeMint and an amendment targeting ACORN by name, proposed by Louisiana Republican Sen. David Vitter

Originally entitled GIVE, the Generations Invigorating Volunteerism and Education, the act was introduced by New York Democratic Rep. Carolyn McCarthy on March 9. It passed the House on a 321-105 vote March 18. On March 26, it passed the Senate 79-19, where it was renamed for Massachusetts Sen. Edward Kennedy. Kennedy was an original co-sponsor of the 1990 National Community Service Act.

It then went back to the House for reconsideration, which passed it 275-149 on March 31.

In its final version, the act also includes the Baucus-Grassley Amendment, which establishes the  Nonprofit Capacity Building Program. The program will grant money to nonprofit organizations with established training programs, which in turn will provide training and management help to small and medium-sized nonprofits.

HEALTH OBSERVANCES

(This list is in a box on the right half of page 10)

June

Myasthenia Gravis Awareness Month; Myasthenia Gravis Foundation of America, Inc.

National Aphasia Awareness Month; National Aphasia Association

National Scleroderma Awareness Month; Scleroderma Foundation

National Scoliosis Awareness Month; National Scoliosis Foundation

Vision Research Month; Prevent Blindness America

June 21 - 27 is Helen Keller Deaf-Blind Awareness Week, sponsored by the Office for Development Helen Keller National Center.

June 27-27 is National HIV Testing Day, sponsored by the Office of Minority Health, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

June 7 is National Cancer Survivors Day, sponsored by the National Cancer Survivors Day Foundation.

June 22 is the anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s Olmstead Decision.

July

Hemochromatosis Awareness Month; Iron Disorders Institute

International Group B Strep Awareness Month; Group B Strep International

Juvenile Arthritis Awareness Month; Arthritis Foundation

July 27- Aug. 2 is Phelan-McDermid Syndrome Week, sponsored by the 22q13 Deletion Foundation.

July 26 is the anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Source: 2009 National Health Observances, National Health Information Center, Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

REGISTER ONLINE FOR DISABILITY PRIDE PARADE

(This story in at the top of page 11 and includes an inset of the parade logo. The logo shows seven hands, including a dog’s paw and a prosthesis, coming together in a circle around which are the words Disability Pride Parade)

Registration is open online for the Sixth Annual Disability Pride Parade this summer in Chicago.

The parade is set for Saturday, July 25 in downtown Chicago. An estimated 7,000 people, floats, and vehicles representing a wide variety of disability and other organizations will march and roll from the Harold Washington Library to Daley Plaza – all in celebration of the theme: Disabled and Proud 2009: Changing to Pride.

The parade is a grass-roots effort, organized by people with disabilities. The event gains support and attention each year, garnering sponsorship not only from disability organizations like as Access Living and Equip for Equality, but also from the Chicago 2016 Olympic Committee.

This year’s Grand Marshal is Disability Activist and Feminist Amber Smock.

“Amber reflects this year’s theme very well,” said Janice Stashwick, one of the parade organizers.

Smock has a severe hearing loss and grew up oral in mainstream schools. She began learning American Sign Language at age 20 and now uses sign language interpreters and videophones at work.

“Smock has become one of the brightest young emerging leaders in Disability activism, fully living the idea of Changing to Pride,” Stashwick said.

Smock is Co-Coordinator for Chicago ADAPT and consults with the ADAPT National Youth Summit. She is a co-founder of Feminist Response in Disability Activism (FRIDA), a grassroots direct action group of women with disabilities and Deaf women. In 2008, she received the Founder’s Award from the Chicago Foundation for Women in recognition of her emerging leadership.

The stated mission of the Disability Pride Parade is “to change the way people think about and define disability; to break down and end the internalized shame among people with disabilities; and to promote the belief in society that disability is a natural and beautiful part of human diversity in which people living with disabilities can take pride.” 

To register to take part in this year’s parade, go online to www.disabilityprideparade.org or call toll free 1-866-260-5812 for assistance.

ALSO UPCOMING . . .

Helen Keller Awareness Week Event

Nebraska and Iowa residents who experience dual hearing and vision loss will unite in celebration June 13 on the Bob Kerry Pedestrian Bridge. The public is invited, starting at 10 a.m. with a stroll across the bridge. 

The walkers will be promoting deaf-blindness issues as well as celebrating the upcoming Helen Keller Deaf-Blind Awareness Week, June 21 through 27.

For more information, in Nebraska, contact Cheryl Poff at 402-595-2041 TTY or 711 Relay then give the number 402-595-2041 or e-mail her at cheryl.poff@nebraska.gov. In Iowa, contact Betty Hansen at 515-281-1259 voice/TTY or email her at Hansen.Betty@ia.state.ia.us.

Celebrate Olmstead

The League of Human Dignity’s Southwest Iowa Center for Independent Living is co-hosting the first in a series of five townhall meetings across Iowa in celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Supreme Court’s historic Olmstead Decision. The series, organized by Iowa’s Olmstead Consumer Task Force, begins Monday, June 22, in Council Bluffs.

The meetings continue on June 29 in Oskaloosa, Iowa; July 13 in Waterloo, Iowa; and culminate with two meetings July 20, in Iowa City, Iowa, and the Quad Cities. The July 20 meetings will include a celebration of the Americans With Disabilities Act.

Strike Out Stroke Night:

Root For the Home Team, 

Promote Stroke Awareness

In celebration of National Stroke Awareness, the Nebraska Cardiovascular Health Program and the Nebraska State Stroke Association will host the 5th Annual Strike Out Stroke event with the Lincoln Saltdogs on Saturday, June 13.

Nebraska stroke survivors, friends, family, and supporters are invited Haymarket Park in Lincoln to help cheer on the Saltdogs as they take on the Sioux Falls Canaries and honor those who have been affected by the disease. Game time is 7:05 p.m.— Strike Out Stroke educational materials and promotional items, including water bottles, brochures, magnets and fans will be distributed prior to the first pitch.

This evening is one of several statewide events for Strike Out Stroke, a Nebraska public education campaign designed to raise awareness of stroke warning signs. For more information, visit the campaign’s Web site at  www.strikeoutstroke.org.

Stroke is the third leading cause of death in Nebraska, killing more than 1,000 Nebraska residents each year.

CLASSIFIEDS

(The classified ad section fills the top of page 15)

Classified ads cost $5 for the first 25 words and 25 cents for each additional word. To place an ad, call Jim at 402-441-7871 (V/TDD0; fax 402-441-7650; or write to the League of Human Dignity, 1701 P St., Lincoln, NE 68508, Attn. Jim. Your classified ad will reach more than 8,000 ON THE LEVEL readers.

For Sale: 1990 Dodge Caravan Grand SE wheelchair van with side lift, automotive hand control, 53,000 miles. No rust, excellent condition, $4,995 OBO. 402-932-1550 (Omaha).

For Sale: Set of Monarch hand controls with spinner knob, $350. Call Dick, 402-734-1180 (Omaha).

For Sale: Pronto electric wheelchair, $750; manual wheelchair, $50; folding walker, $3. All in excellent condition. Call Carol, 402-670-9769 (Mead).

For Sale: Invacare Stand Up Lift, two slings, used only three months, $4,000 OBO. Call Carol, 402-326-8456 (Lincoln).

For Sale: Invacare electric hospital bed, with side rails, $100 OBO. Call Jean evenings at 402-643-4172 (Seward).

For Sale: Motorized wheelchair lift, 500 lb. limit. Asking $700 or best offer. Contact Leann, 402-371-0964 (Norfolk).

For Sale: Pronto Sure-Step M61 power wheelchair, blue, like new — used very little. Battery and recharge equipment included. For info, call Sharon, 402-643-4325 (Seward).

For Sale: Transfer seat for bathtub, $25; Commode, $20. Call Arthur, 402-477-4841 (Lincoln).

For Sale: Chameleon Manual Wheelchairm about three years old and gently used, asking $500. Two cushions also available for $50 each. Contact Donald, 402-477-9983 (Lincoln).

For Sale: Electropedic double bed, three position lift chair, both in good condition. Can deliver. Call Katherine, 402-209-1269 (Dunbar).

THE LEAGUE OF HUMAN DIGNITY

RURAL HOUSING DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Is now taking applications for:

A 1-bedroom apartment in Norfolk 

This unit comes with a Section 8 certificate and rent is based on income. Eligible persons must qualify under income guidelines as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

Applicants must experience a disability to qualify.

Contact Paula Shufeldt at 1-888-508-4758 voice/TDD or pshufeldt@leagueofhumandignity.com

(Fair housing logo accompanies ad)

CENTERS OFFER SERVICES FOR INDEPENDENCE

The League of Human Dignity’s Centers for Independent Living provide the services that people with disabilities need to realize their plans to achieve and maintain an independent lifestyle. Services include but are not limited to:

- Information and referral

- Independent living skills training

- Individual and systems advocacy

- Personal Assistant hiring and management

- Peer counseling and support

- Barrier removal grants

- Equipment sales, rental and service through Mobility Options, a subsidiary of the League of Human Dignity.

For more information, call the League of Human Dignity at 402-441-7871, drop by our offices at 1701 P Street in Lincoln from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday or contact any of our centers for Independent Living, serving 62 counties in Nebraska and Southwest Iowa.

(The top of page 16 is reserved for mailing label and addressing information.

The bottom half of the page is a boxed advertisement for Mobility options)

The headline across the top of the ad reads, “National Wheel O Vator Vertical Platform Lifts.” At left is a photo showing a man in a wheelchair and a woman standing behind him. Both are on a vertical lift, smiling, looking at the camera. The text of the ad reads:

In-stock, just visit us at 1720 O Street in Lincoln. 

Helps you maintain your independence

A safe, economical and effective way of overcoming architectural barriers

Give us a call at (402) 441-7871 for more info on this great product!

Mobility Options

Knowledge.  Innovation.  Independence.

402-441-7871 (V/TDD)

www.mobilityoptions.com

1720 O Street, Lincoln

