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ON THE LEVEL is the bimonthly newsletter of the League of Human Dignity, Inc.

The League of Human Dignity is a consumer based nonprofit organization, whose purpose is to promote the full integration of persons with disabilities into society.  To this end, we will advocate their needs and rights, while providing quality service to assist them in becoming and remaining independent citizens.

Established in 1971, the League now serves consumers in 62 counties throughout Nebraska and Southwest Iowa through our Centers for Independent Living in Lincoln, Norfolk, Omaha, and Council Bluffs; our Panhandle Medicaid Waiver Office in Scottsbluff; and our Mobility Options shop in Lincoln.

ON THE LEVEL is available in Braille and on audiocassette. To request these formats, contact the Public Information Office in Lincoln, or the League of Human Dignity in your area.

To update support group listings; place classified ads for accessible equipment or supplies; or to provide news items and other related information contact: Editor, ON THE LEVEL, League of Human Dignity, 1701 P Street, Lincoln, NE 68508; 402-441-7871 Voice/TDD; FAX: 402-441-7650; or janderson@leagueofhumandignity.com.

STARS & STRIDES ’09 IN OMAHA APRIL 17

(This story begins on page one, on the left side of the page. Just under the On The Level nameplate)

Get set for a night of fun benefiting the League’s Omaha and Southwest Iowa Centers for Independent Living.
The 9th annual Stars & Strides 2009 auction is Friday, April 17. The event moves across the Missouri River to Omaha this year after eight consecutive years in Council Bluffs. The doors open at the luxurious DC Centre, 11830 Stonegate Circle, at 5:30 p.m. Dinner is at 6:30 p.m.

KETV NewsWatch 7’s John Oakey returns as master of ceremonies and Shayne Fili is back to lead the live auction. The evening includes silent and live auctions, drawings, a buffet dinner and more, all for a $45 ticket price.

The auction is the chief fund-raising event of the year for the Omaha and Southwest Iowa Centers for Independent Living.

See the ad on page 3 for more details.

For ticket information or to learn more about the auction, call 712-323-6863 (V/TDD) in Iowa or 402-595-1256 (V/TDD) in Omaha.

RUGBY REBELS RECRUITING

TEAM SEEKS MORE COMPETITIVE EDGE

(This story begins on page one, on the right side of the page. Just under the On The Level nameplate and above the story is a photo showing a man in a wheelchair struggling against a woman in a wheelchair on a hardwood floor. The woman is holding a ball in her lap. The caption reads, “Robert Rieck and Jess Garner make contact during a Midwest Rugby Rebels practice. Men and women play as equals in the sport, formerly known as murderball.)

The Midwest Rugby Rebels are putting out the call.

Based in the Omaha and Lincoln area but with players from as far away as Des Moines, Iowa, the team plays quad rugby, formerly known as murderball.

Since forming in April 2007, the Rebels have been competing in regional tournaments and games in Minnesota and Illinois. Last year, the team was placed in the United States Quad Rugby Association’s Mountain East Region as a new team in development and received a USQRA Developing Team Grant to help purchase necessary equipment.

(This story is continued on page four, where it is accompanied by a photo in the top left-hand corner of the page. The photo shows two men in wheelchairs on a hardwood floor, one chasing the other. The man in the lead has a ball in his lap. The caption reads, “Kip Ransom carries the ball, with Jason Kerkman in pursuit during a Rebels practice.” 

(Inset into the story on the right side of the page is the Rebels’ team logo. The logo represents a wheelchair wheel with a backwards “R” and a forward-facing “R” inside the wheel and the words “Midwest Rugby Rebels” around the top, outside of the wheel)

As the Rebels become more of a united, competitive team, said player-Treasurer Robert Rieck, there is an ongoing need to expand the talent pool.

“We are finding it difficult to play at rugby tournaments solely because of the shortage of players or the team having an incomplete starting lineup in games” Rieck said.

He explained that it’s more than simply a question of how many athletes are on the roster.

Quad rugby is a sport for athletes who have disabilities affecting both their arms and legs. Players are classified — a process that assigns each player points based on his or her functional ability. Men and women are classified equally and compete on the same teams.

There are seven player classes, ranging from 0.5 to 3.5. In general, the 0.5 class includes athletes with the most disability and 3.5 those with the least.

“We currently have no 3.0 or 3.5 level players and we need that hand and arm strength,” said Rebels player-President Tim Hobbs.

Quad rugby rules call for four-person teams and allow up to 8.0 points per team on the court at any one time.

“It’s hard for us to max out our points,” Hobbs said. “We have a few players [rated] at 2.0, then we have some at .5 and 1.0 — we add up to 6 or so, so out of the gate we’re at a disadvantage.”

Also known as wheelchair rugby, the sport was created in 1977 by a group of Canadians as an alternative to wheelchair basketball. They wanted a sport that would allow players with reduced arm and hand function to participate equally.

Players compete in manual wheelchairs on a hardwood court. Play is in four eight-minute quarters and the object is to carry a ball across the opposing team's goal line.

The sport combines elements of basketball, rugby and ice hockey. Its creators called it murderball. 

“It’s the only team sport that is fast-paced, highly competitive and full contact that allows active participation at a personal level by athletes who are quadriplegic,” Hobbs said. “In other sports, quadriplegics are at a complete disadvantage. This levels the playing field.”

To be eligible, players must be able to be classified and must be physically capable of propelling a manual wheelchair with their arms. The majority of players have spinal cord injuries resulting in full or partial paralysis of the legs and partial paralysis of the arms. Other disability groups represented including polio, cerebral palsy, muscular dystrophy, dysmelia, amputations and Guillain-Barré Syndrome. 

The sport is now active in more than 25 countries and has been a full medal sport at the Paralympics since 2000.

The Rebels formed in April 2007, following a rugby clinic hosted the previous fall by the Great Plains Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of America. Paralympics rugby champions Eddie Crouch and Wayne Romero directed the clinic, sanctioned by the United States Quad Rugby Association. 

Steve Zaracki of Great Plains PVA coach Brian Richardson and Jena Munson at Elegent Health Immanuel Rehabilitation Center in Omaha helped the team grow fairly quick by providing weekly practices, direction and grant writing. The team eventually acquired the use of four rugby wheelchairs, available for those who are interested in playing but who do not yet have the lightweight, sports-type wheelchairs of their own.

During the September through April season, the team practices on Sundays from 1 to 5 p.m. at Great Plains Paralyzed Veterans of America in Omaha, and one Saturday a month at Madonna ProActive in Lincoln. Over the summer, athletes practice once ot twice a month to keep in shape. Practice is open and visitors are welcome, Hobbs said.

For more information or to inquire about becoming part of the Midwest Rugby Rebels, call Tim Hobbs at 402-306-6558 or Robert Rieck at 402-261-4987.

TO FIND OUT MORE

Visit the Midwest Rugby Rebels official team Web site at rugbyrebels.wetpaint.com/. For more information about the sport of quad rugby, visit the U.S. Quad Rugby Association Web site at www.quadrugby.com/.

CEO’S NOTE

Dear Friends,

Spring is finally here! I don’t know about you, but I welcome the warmer weather and all of the wonderful things that spring offers.

We continue to hear much about the struggling economy, economic stimulus packages, corporate and individual greed, rising and falling markets, reductions in workforces and resulting higher unemployment rates. In one way or another we are all being affected; to varying degrees, by the current economic conditions.

I want to take this opportunity to share information with our readers about how the League’s management and operations are faring during these more difficult times. The League has been very fortunate to have not experienced any significant losses in revenue. We remain optimistic that we will be able to weather the current economic storm. That said, we don’t want to stick our collective heads in the sand, so it behooves us to be vigilant, thoughtful, and continue to make sound business decisions. We must also be ready to make necessary adjustments, should the need arise

Though the League is a non-profit corporation, the League has always operated on a business model. The League’s business philosophy is to operate based on sound business principles which include excellent customer service, providing the highest quality of service, controlling expenses, limiting short and long term debt, and maximizing revenue in the pursuit of the League’s Mission. 

The League is very fortunate to have a hardworking, talented, and dedicated workforce. Our staff face many daily challenges in providing quality services to consumers served by the League. The League’s management team is likewise tested on a daily basis, and each must successfully manage multiple projects that demand their regular attention. Though the League has not experienced a reduction in force, growing demands require all staff to increasingly do more with less. These realities are indeed a sign of the times, and have become a way of life at the League.

In conclusion, the League of Human Dignity continues to be a healthy organization that continues to thrive in spite of the current conditions. As the old saying goes, “knock on wood”.

Mike Schafer

League CEO

(Page 3 features a full-page advertisement for the annual Omaha-Southwest Iowa Stars & Strides Auction, decorated with stars and confetti.)

STARS & STRIDES 2009

League of Human Dignity

Omaha Center for Independent Living & Southwest Iowa Center for Independent Living

9th Annual Benefit Auction

Friday, April 17, 2009

at the DC Centre, 11830 Stonegate Circle in Omaha

Doors Open at 5:30 p.m., Buffet Dinner starts at 6:30 p.m.

Beverages, Dinner, Silent & Live Auctions, Prizes - all for just $45

All tickets must be purchased 7 days prior to auction.

To purchase tickets, reserve corporate tables, offer sponsorship or donate auction items, please call 712-323-6863 (V/TDD) or 402-595-1256 (V/TDD). www.leagueofhumandignity.com
There is something for everyone!

Loads of Jewelry - Electronics Equipment - Birthday Parties 

Gift Baskets perfect for that special someone  - Gift Certificates for FOOD and ITEMS

Grand Prize Cash Drawing and much, much more!

Over 150 auction items up for grabs. Come join the fun. It’s a good time for a good cause - independent living.

Sign language interpreter and reasonable accommodations will be provided.

MAINTENANCE MAN SAYS ‘SO LONG’

DARRELL LAFLER HAS PLANS TO STAY BUSY DURING RETIREMENT

(This story is on the left-hand side of page five. It includes an inset photo pf a smiling man in a plaid jacket, his hands folded across his stomach. On the white wall behind him is a sign that reads “Happy Retirement Darrell”)

League of Human Dignity maintenance worker Darrell Lafler said so long Feb. 5, during a reception in his honor at the League’s Lincoln Center for Independent Living.

Darrell, who worked for the League for five years, had announced his plans to retire. 

He said his plans include spending time with his grandchildren, a lot of travel — he and his wife have family and friends in Arizona and Colorado to visit, not to mention trips to the Mall of America in Minnesota. Along the way he said he hopes to get in a few rounds of golf now and again.

During his Feb. 5 retirement reception, he said the people at the League are the nicest he’s ever worked with.

“The people at the League, to me, are kind of like a big family. I just enjoyed working there,” he said. “I got a lot of satisfaction out of the job — being able to help so many people.”

Before coming to work for the League, Darrell owned his own construction and home remodeling business in Lincoln and he had unsuccessfully attempted retirement in Las Vegas, Nev.

The League has hired Dick Burchfield as its new maintenance worker.

NORFOLK ADA CELEBRATION COMMITTEE MEETS

(This story is in a light gray box in the top right corner of page five)

The League’s Norfolk Center for Independent Living organized the first planning meeting for this year’s ADA 19th Anniversary celebration.

Eight people representing four organizations attended the March 2 meeting at the Norfolk Public Library. Because this year’s actual anniversary date, July 26, is a Sunday, the celebration will be July 22 or 23. The tentative theme for the Norfolk celebration is “ADA, What’s In It for Everybody.”

The planning committee meets again at 11 a.m. April 6 to continue hammering out details.

FINALISTS PICKED FOR AWARD RECOGNIZING ACCESSIBILITY

Seven cities have been announced as finalists for the National Organization on Disability’s 2009 Accessible America Award.

The $25,000 cash award, sponsored by AARP, recognizes “extraordinary efforts to create an accessible environment for people with disabilities,” according to an NOD release.

The finalist cities are Alexandria, VA; Denver, CO; Indianapolis, IN; Louisville, KY; New Haven, CT; Sioux Falls, SD; and Surprise, AZ.

All U.S. cities are eligible to enter. This year’s Applications came from cities and towns with populations ranging from 300 to more than 700,000 and disability populations ranging from a few hundred to tens of thousands. Alexandria, Indianapolis, Louisville, New Haven, and Sioux Falls are repeat finalists.

This is Sioux Falls. third year in a row as a finalist. The city is recognized as a national model for its focus on disability issues and successful design of programs, services, and facilities that are accessible for residents and visitors who have disabilities.

BARRIER REMOVAL GRANTS AVAILABLE FROM LEAGUE

(This story is at the bottom of page five and includes an inset of the League logo.)

Barrier Removal Grants are available to qualified renters or homeowners who experience a mobility limitation (or have someone in their family who does). 

The program is offered in Lincoln/Lancaster County, Omaha and Council Bluffs, and is open to people with low to moderate incomes (based on HUD income guidelines) and who need funds to remove barriers in their homes.

Examples of modifications that may be considered eligible under the program include: outside ramps and lifts, grab bars, handrails, wider doorways, accessible tubs and showers, and reachable sinks and counters.

Applications for Barrier Removal Grants are available at:

Lincoln Center for Independent Living, 1701 P St., Lincoln, NE  68508; Phone 402-441-7871.

Omaha Center for Independent Living, 5513 Center St., Omaha, NE  68106; Phone 402- 595-1256.

Southwest Iowa Center for Independent Living, 1520 Avenue M, Council Bluffs, IA  51501; Phone 712-323-6863.

EYE ON LAWMAKERS

PENDING STATE, FEDERAL LEGISLATION TO WATCH

(This story fills most of page six. In the middle of the page is a graphic of the top part of the Nebraska capitol building and underneath it the words “2009 Legislature”)

These are the legislative bills the League is watching closely this year, including the Nebraska and Iowa legislatures and on the federal level.

In Nebraska’s 101st Legislature:

LB301 - Introduced by Sen. Mike Gloor. Referred to Health and Human Services Committee.

Eliminates an exception in the current law which prohibits providers from charging for medical records that are used to support applications for certain disability or other benefits or assistance. Removing this exception would require the agencies and beneficiaries under the specified programs to bear the costs of locating and copying such records, rather than medical providers (this is a direct quote from the bill’s statement of intent).

LB573 - Introduced by Sen. Jeremy Nordquist. Referred to Business and Labor Committee.

Would allow only licensed elevator mechanics and workers under their direct supervision to install, test, alter, repair, replace or remove elevators, escalators, moving sidewalks and other conveyances.

LB371 - Introduced by Sen. Kathy Campbell. Referred to Health and Human Services Committee.

LB371 is intended to remove the sunset provision for the Medicaid Reform Council, to provide for members’ terms of service; to increase the Department of Health and Human Services’ accountability to the council and the public, to make the council and public participation ongoing components of Medicaid reform; and to reinforce legislative involvement in Medicaid reform.

LB610 - Introduced by Sen. Heath Mello.

Requires DHHS to allow for an exception to limitations or caps on services under the medical assistance program for individuals with disabilities or other chronic conditions. These exceptions would be for habitation, rehabilitation and other services needed to meet and maintain goals of independent living. The request for an exception must be made by the individual or the individual’s legal guardian. The exception must be justified by the individual’s physician or other licensed medical professional and, in order for the exception to continue, the physician must submit a report supporting the need for the continued service. LB610 would prohibit a premium from being charged to a person receiving services under this exception.

For more information about these bills, to read them in their entirety or to follow their progress through the Unicameral, go online to the Legislature’s official Web site, www.nebraskalegislature.gov and use the page’s search function.

In the Iowa Legislature:

HF139 - Referred to Human Resources Committee.

An act requiring health insurance coverage for costs relating to mental health conditions, including alcohol or substance abuse treatment services.

For more information, go online to www.legis.state.ia.us and find the bill using the page’s search function.

On the federal level:

H.R.868, the Direct Support Professionals Fairness and Security Act of 2009 - Introduced by Rep. Lois Capps (D-Calif.), with eight co-sponsors, including Nebraska 2nd Dist. Rep. Lee Terry.

The act would provide funds to states enabling them to increase the wages paid to targeted direct support professionals in providing services to individuals with disabilities.

For more information, use the search function on the Library of Congress “THOMAS” Web site at http://thomas.loc.gov
LEAGUE DONORS

(This list is in a box across the bottom of page six)

Jan. 20 Through March 16, 2009

Supporter ($250 to $499): David Storm; Woodmen of the World

Century ($100 to $249): Stanley Works; Monica Balters; Great Western Bank; Eleanor Sack; Holland Basham Architects

Believer ($50 to $99): Veronica H. Paustian; Frederick Schlingman

Friend ($25 to $49): Denise Wiemer; Velma Bower

In Memory of Robert Allington - Dale L. Young

In Memory of Stacy Sellers - Cynthia Sellers

LAWMAKERS RENEW SPECIAL BSDC COMMITTEE

PROBLEMS AT INSTITUTION CONTINUE; WOULD BECOME SMALLER FACILITY UNDER GOVERNOR’S

(This story fills the top half of page seven. It includes an inset head-and-shoulders photo of Sen. Steve Lathrop)

The committee set up last year by the Nebraska Legislature to investigate the Beatrice State Developmental Center will remain intact.

On Feb. 12, lawmakers passed Legislative Resolution 11 on a 43-0 vote. The resolution extends the life of the Developmental Disabilities Special Investigative Committee until January 2011. Omaha Sen. Steve Lathrop, chairman of the committee, introduced the resolution.

The committee was created to study quality of care and related staffing issues at the Beatrice State Developmental Center, investigate the placement and quality of care statewide for people with developmental disabilities and determine how and why such services were permitted to decline to their current level.

The committee released its report on Dec. 15, exposing abuse and neglect of residents at BSDC.

“Almost everywhere we looked there were problems,” Lathrop said. “The strategy was to clean the place up, fix it up and get recertified. That started a year ago.”

The problems have escalated since then, he said.

Four BSDC residents died in January and a resulting investigation caused the state’s chief medical officer, Dr. Joann Schaefer to limit the center’s license regarding care for people deemed “medically fragile.” The term refers to people at the center who, in addition to developmental disabilities, have conditions like seizure disorders, diabetes or other issues that require intensive medical care.

Schaefer ordered the residents moved from the center for their own safety and 47 were taken to area hospitals. Two subsequently died.

On Feb. 26, Nebraska Gov. Dave Heineman presented a tentative plan to recertify the center for Medicaid funding by 2011 — the center will lose about $30 million in federal funding this spring — and to reduce the number of residents by up to half through out-patient and community-based services.

(The bottom half of page seven is a boxed advertisement for Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital ‘s Youth Adaptive Sports and Recreation Workshops.)

On the right side of the ad is a photo of a girl in a wheelchair. She is smiling and looking at the camera. Over the bottom of the photo are the words “Madonna; Now you can.” The text of the ad reads:

“I wish I would’ve known earlier about all of the opportunities that existed for me to participate in sports.” – Natalie Schneider, 2008 Gold Medal Paralympian and Madonna Magic Wheelchair Basketball Player.

After undergoing treatment at age 16, Natalie Schneider never thought she’d play sports again, but at the 2004 Paralympic Games in Beijing, China, the U.S. team, boosted by several points earned by Natalie, won the gold. Looking back, Natalie says her only regret is that she didn’t discover adaptive sports and recreation opportunities sooner.

Youth Adaptive Sports & Rec. Workshops

Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital, with generous support from the Community Health Endowment of Lincoln and a gift from CVS Pharmacy, is presenting multiple opportunities for children and youths with physical disabilities to experience a variety of sports and recreation activities.

April 18  & May 16 Horseback Riding at Windsong Equitherapy, 9 a.m. to noon

June 13 Fishing at Holmes Lake, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

For a description of the workshops criteria and to register, visit www.Madonna.org, select “News & Events” and then “Event Calendar” OR call Ian Thompson at 402-486-7766.

SUPREME COURT’S OLMSTEAD DECISION MANDATES INDEPENDENCE, CHOICE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

(This opinion piece fills most of page eight)

By Jim Paprocki

Most Iowans are unaware of one of the most significant court decisions in American history. On June 22, 1999, the U. S. Supreme Court, in Olmstead, et al. v. L.C. and E.W. interpreted Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act to require States to make community living options available to people with disabilities. 

The ADA is a federal civil rights law that protects individuals of all ages from discrimination on the basis of mental or physical disability. 

L. C. and E. W. were women with cognitive disabilities and mental illness who were voluntarily admitted to the Georgia Regional Hospital. State officials retained both women in the psychiatric unit despite the assessment by professionals that each could receive appropriate treatment through a community-based program.

The District Court rejected the State’s argument that inadequate funding, not discrimination “by reason of [their] disabilit[ies],” accounted for their institutionalization. Under Title II, unnecessary institutional segregation constitutes discrimination per se, which cannot be justified by a lack of funding.

The U. S. Supreme Court Olmstead decision challenges States that rely on institutional care to review their current service delivery system. States are required to develop a comprehensive plan to offer disability-related services in the most integrated setting appropriate to each individual’s needs. This decision interprets the Americans with Disabilities Act to require States to make community living options available to people with disabilities when three conditions exist: (a) the State’s treatment professionals reasonably determine such placement is appropriate; (b) the affected persons do not oppose such treatment; and (c) the placement can reasonably be accommodated, taking into account the resources available to the State and the needs of others who are receiving State-supported disability services.

Brown v. Board of Education held that “separate but equal” is segregation. There are few Iowans who do not understand the historic implications of this landmark court decision. The Olmstead decision should be considered to be as historic in affirming that “separate but equal” for people with disabilities is segregation. Nearly ten years after the Olmstead decision, Iowa ranks 2nd among all states in its reliance on 16-bed or larger intermediate care (ICF) or residential care (RCF) facilities for people with cognitive disabilities. Seventy-one percent of the 2,1282 individuals currently in ICF’s reside in facilities with 16 or more beds. Institutional care cannot be acceptable for older citizens or individuals with disabilities when community–based services are appropriate. 

Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) are designed to assist people to live in their own homes, remain independent, and prevent institutional care. Nonetheless, the Iowa Department of Human Services reports two-thirds of all Medicaid long term care spending currently is institutional care. A study in the Journal of Health and Social Policy (August 2005) examined expenditures for Medicaid and long-term support services for institutional care and home and community-based services. The estimated annual public cost savings per person from HCBS waivers was $57,710 for intermediate level of care, and $15,489 for nursing facility level of care. Home and Community-Based Services can be both cost effective and responsive to people who desire to remain in their own communities.

The needs of Iowans who require personal services are just as critical as education, economic development, and other budgetary issues. We need to ask ourselves why we continue to use institutional care rather than investing in community-based services. Our policymakers cannot continue to segregate and discriminate against our older citizens and people with disabilities. Iowans need to make the choice to follow the letter of the Olmstead decision by realigning our priorities to achieve quality community-based services.

Jim Paprocki lives in Waterloo, Iowa. He is the parent of an adult child with a developmental disability. He is a Board Member of the Iowa Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) and the Iowa Olmstead Consumer Task Force.  319-296-3737, Jpaprocki@mchsi.com
SWI CENTER WILL HOST OLMSTEAD CELEBRATION

(This story is in a light gray box inset in the opinion piece at the top right-hand corner of the page)

In June, the League’s Southwest Iowa Center for Independent Living is co-hosting the first in a series of five townhall meetings across Iowa in celebration of the 10th anniversary of the historic Olmstead Decision.

The series, organized by Iowa’s Olmstead Consumer Task Force, begins Monday, June 22 in Council Bluffs. June 22 is the anniversary of the Supreme Court’s Olmstead decision.

The meetings continue on June 29 in Oskaloosa, Iowa; July 13 in Waterloo, Iowa; and culminate with two meetings July 20, in Iowa City, Iowa, and the Quad Cities. The July 20 meetings will include a celebration of the Americans With Disabilities Act.

Watch for details in next month’s On The Level and check for updates on the League’s Web site: www.leagueofhumandignity.com.

NEBRASKANS, IOWANS WITH DEAF-BLINDNESS PLAN HISTORIC HELEN KELLER AWARENESS WEEK MEETING

(This story covers the top of page nine)

Residents of Nebraska and Iowa who experience dual hearing and vision loss will unite in celebration June 13 on the Bob Kerry Pedestrian Bridge.

Walkers will be promoting deaf-blindness issues as well as celebrating the upcoming Helen Keller Deaf-Blind Awareness Week, June 21 through 27.

On June 27, the world celebrates the 129th anniversary of the birth of Keller, who experienced blindness and deafness from infancy and who played a leading advocacy role for people with disabilities, as well as many other causes.

The public is invited to join in the event, starting at 10 a.m. with a stroll across the bridge.

The Bob Kerry Bridge, spanning the Missouri River between Omaha and Council Bluffs, opened Sept. 28, 2008. The first pedestrian bridge connecting two states, it symbolizes the unity between Nebraska and Iowa.

For more information about the event, in Nebraska, contact Cheryl Poff, project coordinator for the Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired at 402-595-2041 TTY or 711 Relay then give the number 402-595-2041. E-mail her at cheryl.poff@nebraska.gov. In Iowa, contact Betty Hansen at 515-281-1259 voice/TTY or email Betty at Hansen.Betty@ia.state.ia.us.

ALSO UPCOMING

Walk MS

The Nebraska Chapter of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society’s Walk MS, sponsored by Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Nebraska, is Sunday, April 19 in Omaha, April 26 in Lincoln and Saturday, Sept. 12 in Norfolk. For details, call Maureen Rohlfs at 800-344-4867.

Autism Puzzle Walk

The Second Annual Autism Society of Nebraska benefit Autism Puzzle Walk is Saturday, April 25 in Chadron, Norfolk and Omaha.

For details, in Chadron call Chrissy Bannan at 308-430-5509, e-mail chadronpetals@yahoo.com. In Norfolk, call Margaret Westby at 402-640-3886. In Omaha, call Carol Salber at 402-571-5690, e-mail salb6@cox.net.

On the web, go to www.autismnebraska.org.

Brain Injury Conference

Third Annual Statewide Brain Injury Conference, arranged by the Nebraska Traumatic Brain Injury Advisory Council, April 30 and May 1 at the Midtown Holiday Inn in Grand Island. For details, call 888-806-6287 or go online to www.braininjury.ne.gov. Registration deadline is April 15.

ADA Symposium

National ADA Symposium, “Revitalizing the ADA,” June 8-10 at the Hyatt Regency Crown Center, Kansas City, Mo. Keynote speaker is Sen. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa), sponsor of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the ADA Amendment Act. Registration is $475 per person, $675 after April 30.

For details, e-mail hamburgl@missouri.edu or go online to www.adasymposium.org.

The ADA Symposium is sponsored by the DBTAC Network of ADA Centers, a project of the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research.

(In the lower right-hand corner of page nine is a boxed advertisement for Mobility Options.)

At the bottom of the ad is a man in a wheelchair and a woman standing behind him. Both are on a vertical lift, smiling, looking at the camera. The text of the ad reads:

Mobility Options

Knowledge.  Innovation.  Independence.
National Wheel O Vator Vertical Platform Lifts

Give us a call at (402) 441-7871 for more info on this great product!

402-441-7871 (V/TDD)

www.mobilityoptions.com

1720 O Street, Lincoln

NEW SILVER DOLLAR HONORS LOUIS BRAILLE

FIRST U.S. COIN WITH READABLE BRAILLE

(This story fills the left half of page 10. At the bottom is a drawing of both sides of the coin. On the left is the “heads” side, with a portrait of Louis Braille, the word “LIBERTY” around the top of the coin and “LOUIS BRAILLE” at the bottom. It also includes “1809” and “2009” and “IN GOD WE TRUST.” On the right is the “tails” side of the coin, showing a child at a table reading a Braille book. Behind him is a bookcase with the word “INDEPENDENCE’ inscribed across its top. In the space above the child, in Braille, is the word “BRAILLE.” Also inscribed are “E PLURIBUS UNUM” and “ONE DOLLAR.”)

A new U.S. coin celebrates the 200th anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille, inventor of the system used by people with blindness to read and write.

The new commemorative silver dollar will be sold in proof and uncirculated versions. According to the U.S. Mint Web site, it was to be available March 26.

It also is the first U.S. coin with readable Braille.

The obverse or heads side of the coin features a portrait of Louis Braille. It is also inscribed with the words “LIBERTY,” “IN GOD WE TRUST,” “LOUIS BRAILLE,” “1809” and “2009.” 

The reverse or tails side shows a child reading a book in Braille, the word “Braille” is depicted in the upper field. The word “INDEPENDENCE” is featured on a bookshelf behind the child. Also inscribed are “UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,” “ONE DOLLAR” and “E PLURIBUS UNUM.”

The coin was unveiled in July 2008, at the National Federation of the Blind convention in Dallas, Texas. While the coin will not go into general circulation, the NFB said its launch is an opportunity to recognize the importance of Braille literacy and highlight what it calls the current Braille crisis.

According to the NFB’s “Braille Readers are Leaders” campaign, Braille literacy is key to employment and full participation in society. Only about 10 percent of children with blindness are learning Braille in school, despite the fact that studies show 80 percent of people with blindness who are employed read and write Braille fluently.

A surcharge from sales of the coin will go to the National Federation of the Blind to further the promotion of Braille literacy. 

For more information about the coin, go online to www.usmint.gov/mint_programs/commemoratives/index.cfm?action=2009LouisBraille.

For more information about Braille literacy, go online to www.nfb.org.

LEAGUE OF HUMAN DIGNITY EMPLOYEES SAYING GOODBYE

Darrell Lafler, Maintenance Worker, Lincoln

Julie Claybaugh, Services Coordinator, Norfolk

Diana Cruz, Secretary, Lincoln

LEAGUE OF HUMAN DIGNITY EMPLOYEES SAYING GOODBYE

Kathleen Samuelson, Services Coordinator, Lincoln

RaDonna Price, Secretary, Norfolk

Holly Wetjen, Services Coordinator, Norfolk

Dick Burchfield, Maintenance Worker, Lincoln

Anne Young, Services Coordinator, Omaha

WHERE TO FIND US

LINCOLN

Center for Independent Living & Mobility Options

1701 P Street 

Lincoln, NE  68508

(402) 441-7871

OMAHA

Center for Independent Living & Mobility Options

5513 Center Street

Omaha, NE  68106

(402) 595-1256 

SOUTHWEST IOWA

Center for Independent Living

1520 Avenue M

Council Bluffs, IA  51501

(712) 323-6863

PANHANDLE

Medicaid Waiver Office

17 E 21 St. #2

Scottsbluff, NE  69361

(308) 632-0470

NORFOLK 

Center for Independent Living

400 Elm Avenue

Norfolk, NE  68701

(402) 371-4475

A CHRONOLOGY OF THE DISABILITY RIGHTS MOVEMENT

(This boxed feature fills all of page 11)

The League has been sharing the path of the Disability Rights Movement. We left off in our August 2008 issue with 1999. This issue focuses on the years 2000 to 2003.

2000:

The 10th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act is marked by an exhibit on the history of the disability movement at the Smithsonian National Museum of American History.

2001:

Compliance with Section 508 of the federal Rehabilitation Act, amended in 1998, became mandatory throughout federal government, requiring that electronic and information technology be accessible to people with disabilities. Agencies must give employees and members of the public who are disabled access to information that is comparable to the access available to others.

In Board of Trustees of the University of Alabama v. Garrett The Supreme Court ruled that Title I of the Americans with Disabilities Act, which prohibits discrimination against a qualified person with a disability, is unconstitutional insofar as it allows states to be sued by private citizens for money damages.

The Virginia House of Delegates approved a resolution expressing profound regret for its eugenics practices between 1924 and 1979. Virginia’s 1924 sterilization law, upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1927, allowed for forced sterilization without consent of individuals found to be “feebleminded, insane, depressed, mentally handicapped, epileptic and other.” Alcoholics, criminals and drug addicts were also sterilized.

2002:

Proyecto Visión (www.proyectovision.net/) becomes the first National Technical Assistance Center established to connect Latinos with disabilities to pathways to employment, established by the World Institute on Disability.

2003:

In Tennessee v. Lane The Supreme Court upheld Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, which states that no one can be denied access to public services due to his or her disability and allows those whose rights have been violated to sue states for money damages

A Florida judge ordered a developmentally disabled woman to be sterilized following the abortion of her pregnancy, which was the result of a rape that occurred in her group home.

More than 200 activists with disabilities marched 144 miles from the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia to Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., to demand passage of the Medicaid Community-based Attendants Services and Supports Act (MICASSA) and “no more stolen lives.”

Sources: Temple University Disability History Timeline, West Virginia Department of Education, Independent Living Research Utilization, ReclaimCivilRights.org

CLASSIFIEDS

(The classifieds fill the top half of page 15)

Classified ads cost $5 for the first 25 words and 25 cents for each additional word. To place an ad, call Jim at 402-441-7871 (V/TDD0; fax 402-441-7650; or write to the League of Human Dignity, 1701 P St., Lincoln, NE 68508, Attn. Jim. Your classified ad will reach more than 8,000 ON THE LEVEL readers.

For Sale: Tubmate Bath Lift; Invacare Electric Hospital Bed, mattress, side rails and trapeze; Pride Celebrity X 3-wheel electric scooter. Call 402-659-2186 (Omaha).

For Sale: Heavy duty power chair with battery charger. Also miscellaneous medical equipment. Call Mary at 402-352-3988 after 3 p.m. (Schuyler).

For Sale: Invacare Storm TDX 3 power wheelchair, in very good condition, little used. Includes new battery, two sets of leg attachments, Roho cushion. Call Shelley for details at 402-208-4073 (Omaha).

For Sale: 2004 ShopRider power chair with backpack. Rarely used, $1,800 or best offer. Contact Sue at 402-440-1652 or Kay at 402-304-5829 (Eagle).

For Sale: 1992 Dodge Caravan, blue, automatic power side door with remote, fold-down ramp, lowered floor, both front seats removable, E-Z Lock, 52-inches-high door. Under 52,000 miles. $7,000 or best offer. Call Cindy for more details at 402-394-5543 or e-mail csellers@esu8.org. (O’Neill).

For Sale: 2002 Caravan wheelchair van, side power ramp, kneel down, power passenger seat. 14,000 miles, excellent condition. $21,000 or best offer. Call Ken at 402-596-1462 (Omaha).

For Sale: 1993 Chevrolet sport conversion van, G20 with power side lift, 135,000 miles, runs good, $3,500. Call 402-947-7771 (Friend).

THE LEAGUE OF HUMAN DIGNITY

RURAL HOUSING DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Is now taking applications for:

A 1-bedroom apartment in Columbus 

This unit comes with a Section 8 certificate and rent is based on income. Eligible persons must qualify under income guidelines as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

Applicants must experience a disability to qualify.

Contact Paula Shufeldt at 1-888-508-4758 voice/TDD or pshufeldt@leagueofhumandignity.com

(Fair housing logo accompanies ad)

CENTERS OFFER SERVICES FOR INDEPENDENCE

The League of Human Dignity’s Centers for Independent Living provide the services that people with disabilities need to realize their plans to achieve and maintain an independent lifestyle. Services include but are not limited to:

- Information and referral

- Independent living skills training

- Individual and systems advocacy

- Personal Assistant hiring and management

- Peer counseling and support

- Barrier removal grants

- Equipment sales, rental and service through Mobility Options, a subsidiary of the League of Human Dignity.

For more information, call the League of Human Dignity at 402-441-7871, drop by our offices at 1701 P Street in Lincoln from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday or contact any of our centers for Independent Living, serving 62 counties in Nebraska and Southwest Iowa.

(The top of page 16 is reserved for mailing label and addressing information.

The bottom half of the page is a boxed advertisement for Mobility options)

The headline across the top of the ad reads, “National Wheel O Vator Vertical Platform Lifts.” At left is a photo showing a man in a wheelchair and a woman standing behind him. Both are on a vertical lift, smiling, looking at the camera. The text of the ad reads:

In-stock, just visit us at 1720 O Street in Lincoln. 

Helps you maintain your independence

A safe, economical and effective way of overcoming architectural barriers

Give us a call at (402) 441-7871 for more info on this great product!

Mobility Options

Knowledge.  Innovation.  Independence.

402-441-7871 (V/TDD)

www.mobilityoptions.com

1720 O Street, Lincoln

